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Student Pay
Lowest in
the NESCAC

LEWISTON, MAINE

Clinton, Kennedy Campaign in Lewiston

KEATING PEPPER
CONTRBUTING WRITER

Bates students are known for their
hard work not only in academics and
athletics, but in campus employment as
well. However, the employee compensa¬
tion for Bates student jobs is currently the
lowest in the NESCAC.
Starting pay (level A) for a student at
Bates is set at the State of Maine mini¬
mum wage of $7 per hour. Wages move
up to $7.25 for a level B job and $7.50 for
a level C job.
Other NESCAC schools also use the
minimum wage as a standard. However,
the minimum wage in Massachusetts is
$8.00 and $7.65 in Connecticut.
Maine NESCAC schools, however,
do not ^11 use Maine’s minimum wage
as a starting point. Bowdoin pays its stu¬
dent workers from $7.25 to $9 per hour.
Similar wage scales are in place at Colby,
where students are paid between $7.20
and $8.80 per hour.
The method of raising a student’s pay
each year he or she returns to a given job
is different at Bates than at many other
colleges. According to Payroll Manager
Shirley Govindasamy, Bates has tried a
system of yearly raises for students who
return to the same job in past years, but
doing so resulted in 16 different levels of
student pay, which complicated paper¬
work.
Favoritism was also an issue in as¬
signing raises, with employers pleading
for Payroll to start a particular student at a
higher wage. The system was eventually
done away with.
The Payroll office was unable to of¬
fer further insight into Bates students’ low
pay, as that is something determined by
the Bates College Student Government
Treasurer, who was not available for
comment; however, student wages are
currently under review by the Trustees’
Advisory Committee.
Although Bates pays its student em¬
ployees significantly lower wages, even
in comparison to its Maine colleagues,
it does offer more jobs than many other
colleges.
Over 530 students were paid in Janu¬
ary, down slightly from the 605 who were
paid in December. In total, Bates pays ap¬
proximately 1,100 different sKidents over
the course of a year. Furthermore, Bates
allows students to work up to 32 hours
per week and hold as many jobs as they
can get. Most other NESCAC schools limit
students to two jobs and allow students
to work as few as 10 hours a week.
Who are the best paid saident em¬
ployees in the NESCAC? The college that
pays its students the highest is Tufts,
where entry-level positions pay between
$8 and $8.50 an hour and the highestpaid students receive up to $11 an hour.
Bates’ payscale should improve if
Maine’s possible wage hike passes. Ad¬
ditionally, Bates may resume its policy of
offering raises to returning student em¬
ployees in years to come.
See page 2 for a full breakdown of student
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Clinton talks with supporters during her visit to the Lewiston Memorial Armory.
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Kennedy poses for photos with students following his speech Friday.
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In preparation for this past Sunday’s Maine Democratic Caucus, Senator Hil¬
lary Clinton (D-NY) spoke at a town hall meeting in a packed Lewiston Memorial
Armory Saturday afternoon. Touching on an array of issues ranging from educa¬
tion to defense, Clinton emphasized the need to set big goals in order to rebuild
America.
Mayor of Lewiston Doug Havens and Maine Governor John Baldacci opened
for Clinton, each endorsing the senator and reminding Lewiston of the importance
the city would have the following day in ensuring Hillary’s candidacy. “We need
Hillary Clinton,” Baldacci said, “and we need her now.”
The senator, who spoke briefly with The Student afterward, was asked how she
will tackle Sen. Obama’s tight grip on the youth vote. She said that she believes she
is already on a great track in obtaining it, given her recent victories with young vot¬
ers in California and Massachusetts. She also mentioned venues such as MySpace
that her campaign is using for youth outreach.
Clinton began her speech by emphasizing the numerous problems President
Bush’s successor will inherit - two wars, an economy in recession and inadequate
health care - and that America needs someone who can remedy those problems
from his or her very first day in the White House.
Clinton said that America has “been on a detour from [its] destiny.” In regard to
Americans’ expectations in the wake of the Bush presidency, she said, “We don’t
expect anything anymore, and that is not who we are as a people.”
To remedy this, Clinton emphasized the need for the United States to set big
goals. “If we start acting like Americans again, we’ll roll up our sleeves and get to
work,” she said.
The senator also spoke of the need to nominate a Democratic candidate who
will be able to effectively face Senator John McCain, whom she referred to as a
“formidable candidate,” specifically on national defense issues.
Concerning the rising costs of oil and heating, Clinton discussed her plan to
develop a strategic energy fund to which she plans to commit $50 billion. Clinton
also emphasized the need to invest in green energy and create “green collar” jobs.
The senator lauded Maine for its environmental initiatives: “You can look across
Maine and see the future; there is no reason Maine shouldn’t be a leader,” she said.
Clinton hopes for homegrown energy “from Maine to California.”
The senator spent a considerable amount of time discussing her plans for uni¬
versal health care, stressing that she is the only candidate left in the race who is
committed to such an endeavor. Clinton said that for her, universal health care “is
not just an issue, but where [her] heart is.”

U.S. Senior Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.) made a surprise visit to the Bates
College Chapel this past Friday afternoon. Kennedy came to campus to speak on behalf
of the Sen. Barack Obama's presidential campaign.
The event was finalized only the day before, allowing little time for the Bates Demo¬
crats or Bates Students for Barack Obama to publicize the senator’s visit.
Paul Suitter ’09, President of the Bates College Democrats, introduced Kennedy.
Kennedy began his speech by stating that, “One year from today George Bush won’t
be president of the United States,” drawing a cheer from the audience and setting a rally
tone for the entire stump speech.
Kennedy emphasized the importance of attending the caucuses and how crucial
a single vote can be. He said that Sen. John McCain represented the one missing vote
that stopped the economic stimulus plan in Congress. This plan, according to Kennedy,
would have provided 12,500 homeowners in Maine with aid for fuel.
“Quite frankly I don’t think there is a great deal of difference between the positions
of [Obama and Sen. Hillary Clinton],” Kennedy said. He stated that there is a great deal
of difference between the Republicans and the Democra „' nowever, and that what it
comes down to on the Democratic side is who is the most inspirational.
Kennedy recalled a recent discussion of who were the best former presidents. The
criteria included having a sense of vision, demonstrating good judgment, being able to
inspire and picking the right support staff. Kennedy said that when he heard these ideal
qualities the first person who came to his mind was Obama.
The senator stated that young people have been turned off recently because of
“politics of fear,” but Obama represents “politics of possibility.”
Kennedy referenced the role that young people played in the Civil Rights movement
as well as in the environmental movement, aiding the work of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and Sen. Edmund Muskie, respectively. He urged younger voters to push for change
again.
In an interview with The Student, Kennedy spoke of young people’s roles in knock¬
ing down walls of discrimination by gender, race, disability and sexual orientation. He
said that this, “march of progress is under assault” and that U.S. values are being ques¬
tioned in a substantial way. He stated that he had once heard that “the best export of
the United States is the First Amendment” and that he feels Obama will work to restore
this, particularly by eliminating the practice of torture.
Kennedy told The Student that he feels younger voters support Obama because
they are great judges of character and lack their parents’ cynicism, allowing them to
sense authenticity in Obama.
In his speech, Kennedy stated that the cost of two years of war was equal to the ex-
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REGINA TAVANI
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Between Saturday, Feb. 2 and Tues¬
day, Feb 5, a significant number of stu¬
dents discovered that the e-mails they
were sending from their Webmail ac¬
counts could not be received by oth¬
ers and that they were not receiving
e-mails from others’ Webmail accounts.
This was preceded by a complete lack
of access to Webmail by a number of
students early Saturday morning.
Though the problem was fixed
Tuesday and all e-mails trapped in the
servers were delivered to their intended
recipients, the malfunction nevertheless
caused significant issues for a commu¬
nity that relies so heavily on e-mail..
Lee Desiderio, Manager of Help
Desk Services, explained that the mal¬
function stemmed from the Webmail
website’s inability to load Saturday
morning. This was due to an unrespon¬

sive server that Help Desk Services uses
to display “tickers,” or the yellow ban¬
ners on Webmail and Garnet Gateway
that provide notices to the community.
The ticker malfunction prevented the
Webmail site from loading. The Net¬
work Administration and Internet Soft¬
ware Services Teams began working to
fix the problem as soon as they became
aware of it, and the server was fixed by
2 p.m. on Saturday.
However, around 5:30 p.m. the
same day, a background service that is
used for Webmail and is hosted on two
servers, PostOfficeOl and PostOffice02,
stopped processing information on
PostOffice02. Desiderio explained that
users accessing Webmail through PostOffice02 were able to login, read mes¬
sage and send messages, but the mes¬
sages they sent were placed in a queue
for later delivery because the service
“sendmail daemon,” which is respon¬
sible for accepting new messages, was
not functioning. Those accessing Web¬

mail through PostOfficeOl experienced
no problems.
In regards to why some students
were affected by the malfunction but
not others, Desiderio explained that the
process by which a Webmail client's ac¬
count chooses to utilize PostOfficeOl
versus PostOffice02 is based upon serv¬
er availability and load balance at the
moment of login.
When asked whether Help Desk
Services was aware that students were
experiencing Webmail problems, Desid¬
erio said that while they heard rumors
on Monday, they were unable to obtain
any concrete reports, and thus could
not take steps to resolve the problem.
On Tuesday, a faculty member ex¬
periencing problems met with Greg
Struve, a Technology Support Special¬
ist. From this meeting, Help Desk Ser¬
vices was finally able to diagnose and
replicate the problem and subsequently
See SOME E-MAILS, page 2
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Climate Summit Draws from across the State
LIZ MILLER
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

This past weekend brought a storm
of environmentalists to the fifth annual
Maine State Climate Summit, hosted by
The Bates Energy Action Movement
(BEAM). Participants from across Maine
came to attend, taking direct action in
fighting climate change in Maine and
across the globe.
Mike Pickoff ’09 and Rob Friedman
’ll, co-coordinators of this year’s Sum¬
mit, explained how Maine lacks cohe¬
sion concerning climate change. They
hope to create a strong network of peo¬
ple excited to create this change. BEAM
became eager to host the summit this
year after attending the fourth annual
Maine State Climate Summit at the Col¬
lege of the Atlantic last year.
After a weekend of panel discus¬
sions, workshops and brainstorming,
the Summit created the newly formed
“Sustain Maine,” whose two goals are to
create a structured network and to de¬
velop a statewide campaign.
The weekend kicked off with a key¬
note address Friday evening from Maine
State Senator Phil Bartlett. As the spon¬
sor of the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative in Maine, Bartlett discussed
the three major goals that exist for the
RGGI: reducing the total cost of energy

in Maine, price volatility and minimizing
environmental impact. He discussed the
necessity of acting on a state level and
changing rhetoric into action.
The events of the Climate Summit
continued Saturday with two panel dis¬
cussions in Pettengill Hall. The first dis¬
cussion was an introduction to climate
change and options for its mitigation.
The speakers consisted of Paul Kando,
a climate expert; Normand Laberge, Ph.
D., Founder of Tidewalk Associates; Kurt
Adams, the Chairman of Maine Public
Utilities Commission; Tom Stokes, of
the Climate Crisis Coalition and Mike Ja¬
cobs, VP of Transmission for UPC Wind.
Their topics of discussion ranged from
strategies to combat climate change to
Maine’s use of tidal and wind power.
A panel discussion about the stu¬
dent’s role in climate change followed.
Jennifer Andrews of Clean Air-Cool
Planet; Mark Orlowski, founder of the
Sustainable Endowments Institute; Sar¬
ah Lovitz of the Natural Resource Coun¬
cil of Maine and Julie Rosenbach, Envi¬
ronmental Coordinator at Bates College
spoke in the panel. They covered topics
such as the college sustainability report
card and campus climate leadership.
Pickoff and Friedman emphasized
these panels as introducing the basics
and how to respond to them. “We want¬
ed to have a session for participants

SENIOR YIIESIS
SPOTLIGHT
CHRISTINE ARSNOW
STAFF WRITER

Senior Cassandra Kirkland is no
slouch. In addition to writing a year¬
long combined thesis in physics and
mathematics, Kirkland is a co-captain
of the women’s track team and recently
qualified for provisional nationals in the
weight throw (an event very similar to
the hammer throw that is adapted for
indoor track). Kirkland’s thesis topic is
a perfect combination of her academ¬
ic and athletic talents: it explores the
physics and math behind the hammer
throw.
A thrower since high school, Kirk¬
land came up with her thesis idea when
she noticed the lack of available lit¬
erature on the physics of the hammer
throw. Equations in classical physics
rely on certain theoretical environmen¬
tal conditions. For example, equations
relating to projectile motion (think: the

to start absorbing issues of Climate
Change,” Pickoff said.
The panel discussions were fol¬
lowed by discussion groups. Friedman
explained that the discussions were
“the first time that [individuals] could
talk with people from other schools and
towns. [They allowed for] open discus¬
sions on what other schools are doing
on their campuses.”
The last events of the Summit took
place on Sunday morning and included
breakout sessions, workshops and ad¬
ditional presentations, followed by a
group-wide discussion on laying the
foundation for statewide campaign: cre¬
ating the “Sustain Maine” network.
Pickoff and Friedman said that the
Summit turned out to be a huge success.
One of its biggest accomplishments was
its coverage of a wide range of topics.
“We wanted to be as comprehensive
as possible,” Pickoff said, which is dif¬
ficult do with such a wide topic.
The only setback that Pickoff and
Friedman encountered was the small
turnout from Bates students at the
events; the majority in attendance were
BEAM members. Nevertheless, the Sum¬
mit was extremely well received by its
participants and Bates has taken great
pride in hosting the event.

Kirkland Studies Her
Sport with Math, Physics

sloped path traveled by a baseball that
is hit far into the outfield) ignore the ef¬
fect of air resistance on that motion. In
real life, air resistance would slow the
ball down, but it would be very diffi¬
cult to figure out the exact effects of air
resistance. As a result, classical physics
equations ignore this factor to make the
calculation easier. This means that if a
physics student plugs numbers into an
equation to find the speed of the ball
when it hits the ground, the resulting
value will be slightly inaccurate.
Because the hammer throw is so
technical and involves so many unique
variables (air resistance and friction
from the thrower’s hand being two ma¬
jor examples), Kirkland had to ignore
many factors when making her calcula¬
tions. “It’s a very messy problem,” Kirk¬
land admits. “We had to throw out a lot
of factors to simplify it.”
Kirkland based her research on the
work of Jesus Diapena, a researcher

who examined the hammer throw from
a biomechanical viewpoint Kirkland
examined and repeated Diapena’s ex¬
periments, verifying his biology with
mathematical science. Her first semester
research focused on factors that affect
the hammer after it is released, such as
air resistance and the height, angle and
speed of release. Her research this se¬
mester focuses on factors that act on the
hammer before its release. If she has
time, Kirkland would like to compare
different throwing techniques from a
physical science standpoint.
Kirkland has noticed a difference
in her athletic competition since she
began her thesis. “It definitely changes
how I watch people throw,” she said
with a smile. “I can’t help breaking ev¬
ery motion down to its basic physical
elements.” Kirkland hopes to pursue a
graduate degree in physics after gradu¬
ation and to continue throwing in open
meets.

Some E-mails Not Received for 3 Days
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

contacted the Network Administration
Team, who fixed the issue that morn¬
ing.
Desiderio emphasized the impor¬
tance of student initiative in reporting
technological problems. “The assump¬
tion that if you have an e-mail problem,
someone else called it in and that you
don’t need to, might not be the right as¬
sumption,” he said.
Phone calls from students al¬
low Help Desk Services to diagnose

the scope and severity of the issue at
hand. Based on the number of phone
calls and the locations from which they
were received, Help Desk Services can
determine whether the problem is on
an individual, building or campus-wide
scale.
Desiderio mentioned that one phone
call can make a difference regarding
problems with other Information and
Library Services resources such as Paris,
China, Canton or Belfast as well.
During the period Webmail experi¬
enced problems, 6,837 e-mail messages

originating from 1,226 Webmail users
were queued up to be delivered. Desid¬
erio said that all e-mails were eventually
delivered to their recipients and that
none were lost.
Information and Library Services is
not aware of this problem ever occur¬
ring in the past, but they have instituted
a monitoring process of the “sendmail
daemon” on PostOfficeOl and PostOffice02 as a precautionary measure
against future malfunctions.

Kennedy Stresses “Politics of Possibility
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

pense of rebuilding every public school in
the nation. Kennedy highlighted Clinton’s
vote for the war in Iraq despite every mili¬
tary advisor recommending otherwise.
Kennedy told The Student that uni¬
versal healthcare coverage is a challeng¬
ing goal. He noted that we are headed in
die wrong direction and that during the
current administration the number of un¬
insured citizens has increased by eight
million. According to Kennedy, to enact

real change America needs a president
who will inspire and unite, and he said
that Obama is that president.
When asked by The Student what he
thought of former Governor Mitt Rom¬
ney’s decision to exit the Republican race,
Kennedy first said he, “liked the old Mitt
better than the new one.” He added that
more close primaries will get more people
involved in the election, a trend he sees as
benefiting Obama.
“I want a President who is going to be
involved and engaged,” the senator said in

Hillary Speaks in Armory
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Clinton then discussed education
reform, including a universal pre-kin¬
dergarten program and an elimination
of No Child Left Behind program. She
believes the latter would shift the focus
on education away from test-taking and
back to learning.
The senator also called for more Pell
grants to help students afford college.
She highlighted the fact that the aver¬
age student debt in Maine is currently
$23,000, recalling a Maine student who
informed her that her loan interest rate
was 29.7 percent, which was the high¬
est Clinton had ever heard. She called
these high interest rates on education
loans “predatory lending” and an “abu¬
sive practice” that needs to end.
To make college more affordable,
Clinton believes students should be able
to borrow from the federal government
at a two percent interest rate as she did
when she was paying her way through

college. She also spoke of offering two
years of national service that would pro¬
vide students with up to $10,000 to put
toward their educations. The senator
additionally suggested gradual debt for¬
giveness for students who go into public
service.
Clinton spoke next on the need to
return to an “American foreign policy” as
opposed to “a Republican or Democratic
one.” She admitted that ending Bush’s
war in Iraq will be a difficult task but re¬
mains optimistic that she will accomplish
it. She promised to take care of troops’
needs upon their return home, and she
also emphasized her belief that the Iraq¬
is, not Americans, have to decide if they
want a stable government.
“Force should be used as a last re¬
sort, not as a first resort,” she said.
Clinton closed by emphasizing again
the need for a strong turnout in the
Maine caucus and took questions from a
number of those in the Lewiston-Auburn
community. Senator Obama won the
Maine caucus on Sunday.

his speech, referencing Obama’s commu¬
nity service work after his graduation from
Harvard Law School.
The Chapel was filled to capacity
by members of the Bates and LewistonAuburn communities. Several professors
canceled or rescheduled class meetings to
allow students to attend the event.
Obama spoke in Bangor on Saturday
and won the Maine Caucus on Sunday.

Lecture Links Genetics, Anthro.
REGINA TAVANI
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Innovations in genetics are not only
bringing about improvements in medi¬
cine and disease prevention but are also
paving the way for increased social tol¬
erance. Dr. Rick Kittles, a professor of
medicine at the University of Chicago,
discussed this increasing intersection of
technology and society in a lecture en¬
titled “DNA Testing For Ancestry: Science
and Cynicism” on Feb. 4.
Kittles, who considers himself a “ge¬
netic anthropologist,” has conducted ex¬
tensive DNA testing at the University of
Chicago’s Division of Biological Sciences
and beyond and considers his pioneer¬
ing research “more than science.” Study¬
ing genetics, he said, is ultimately an ef¬
fort to analyze different aspects of what
makes you human.
But as Kittles explained, the new in¬
teraction between science and human
culture which genetic research has fos¬
tered has in many cases caused uproar
as well, as it has brought to the forefront
issues in the United States’ past some
would rather forget, in particular, slavery
and racial discrimination.
Kittles believes the leaps scientists
have made in genetics hold special im¬
portance for African Americans due to
the fact that the majority can trace their
lineage only up until the point when
their ancestors arrived on American soil.
With advances in genetic research, they
can for the first time seek their heritage
beyond the barriers which the slave trade
had previously established.
Kittles stated that DNA testing is so¬
cially crucial for the myths it dispels about
Africans and African Americans. Genetic
research reveals that African populations
are among the most diverse in the world,
exhibiting far more polymorphisms, or

snips in the genome that reveal variation
in the general population, than do the
genes of other populations.
Kittles explained that the tremendous
amount of diversity among African genes
is due to the fact that Africans have been
on earth the longest and thus possess
larger and more varied populations. Be¬
cause all humans ultimately trace their
roots to Africa, all migrants to other parts
of the world carry a subset of this varia¬
tion. As populations relocate, the varia¬
tion within them decreases.
However, America and the “melting
pot” it prides itself upon is somewhat of
a problem in biogenetics, Kittles said. A
tremendous amount of diversity exists
within the African American, population,
and a large number of individuals who
report themselves as “black” have, in ac¬
tuality, an extremely small amount of Af¬
rican ancestry, genetically speaking.
Kittles believes these reports are
intrinsically linked to cultural classifica¬
tion of what in fact is “black.” Americans
tend to immediately classify anyone who
merely appears as though they could
possess some African ancestry as simply
“black,” something Kittles explained can
be traced back to the highly-polarized
culture slavery created as well as to seg¬
regation laws written according to the
“one-drop” rule, by which having as few
as one black ancestor qualified someone
as black.
Yet genetic research reveals that 30
percent of African American males pos¬
sess European y-chromosomes, which
indicate paternal lineage. Kittles said that
he found German ancestry in his own
DNA.
Kittle’s talk was followed by a brief
discussion panel featuring a number of
Bates students and faculty who had their
DNA tested.
The lecture was hosted by the Office
of Multicultural Affairs.

Network Security Has 3 Levels
AFROZ BAIG
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Students utilize the Bates network
every day in a number of different
ways, ranging from checking Webmail
to saving documents to Paris to logging
their computers onto Cisco Clean Ac¬
cess Agent.
However, many students rarely think
about or question what is being done to
protect their files and private informa¬
tion. In light of the recent breaches of
classified information, The Student met
with Gene Wiemers, Vice President for
Information and Library Servicess, who
explained in greater detail aspects of
the Bates network and the measures
being taken to protect students and
their information.
The Bates network can be broken
down into three components, the first
being hardware and software. Programs
such as Paris allow students and faculty
a private location to store their files.
The files stored on Paris are backed
up every night to ensure that whatever
documents students have saved remain
secured.
The second component is referred
to as policy framework, which pertains
to file sharing. Programs such as Lyce¬
um, which are directly connected with
the Registrar’s office, allow students
and professors to have access to course
readings and discussion boards. Only
those students enrolled in the course
and those whose access to the page has
been approved by faculty are allowed
access to a given course’s Lyceum page.
Lyceum is critical because it allows
professors to post readings and other
copyrighted material without infringing
on copyright laws - this is true because
Lyceum is legally seen as an extension
of the classroom.
The third and arguably most im¬

portant component is the educational
aspect of file protection - instructing
individuals with access to the Bates
network to protect themselves by never
sharing their passwords. “We never ask
you for your password at Bates. We’ve
constructed the system in a way so no
staff member has a legitimate reason to
ask you for your password,” said Wi¬
emers. With roughly 5,000 individuals
currently accessing the Bates network,
it is foreseeable that some users will be
careless with their passwords.
“If someone is publishing their pass¬
word to their account none of the other
stuff matters,” Wiemer said.
Students have been reminded this
year that personal information must be
safeguarded when they were targeted
by a practice referred to as “pfishing.”
Often coming in the form of scam emails that resemble official e-mails,
“pfishing” asks a recipient to disclose
personal information under the guise of
information needed for official or ad¬
ministrative purposes.
Although Wiemer refers to the situ¬
ation as “an arms race between us and
the spammers,” the Bates network has
many spam blockers in place, as well as
Cisco Clean Access Agent, which pro¬
tects against spy-ware and viruses.
Bates is part of a college-computing
network of 75 similarly-sized liberal arts
colleges referred to as the Computer
Learning Center (CLC). The CLC includes
schools such as Wellesley, Bowdoin and
Colby, and it holds annual meetings to
discuss and share new ideas and infor¬
mation about systems pertaining to file
protection. The participating schools’
similarity in size allows them to utilize
the same resources and approaches to
file protection.
For security purposes, colleges
within the CLC do not share specific se¬
curity information with one another.

Student Wages across the NESCAC
Reflects lowest possible starting pay rate
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Against Party Politics
JOHN MILEY
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

I had a big weekend.
Senator Ted Kennedy
visited the Chapel on
Friday and Senator Hil¬
lary Clinton visited the
Lewiston Memorial Armory on Saturday.
I went to Ted Kennedy late, because of
class, but listened through one of the
side doors, hearing the whole speech
from just outside the Chapel. In line on
Saturday, I was in front of Hillary sup¬
porters who talked politics for the halfhour we waited. I listened in, and their
opinions were well thought out and in¬
teresting to hear. On these two days, I
was reminded how politics are such a
strong part of our society. As Aristotle
said, man is a “political animal.” Maybe
if he were alive to day, he would say,
men, women and just about everybody
are political animals.
With politics in the air, it got me
thinking. A Republican nominee will
face off against a Democratic nominee
for president, and no doubt, a Republi¬
can or a Democrat is going to win. The
question I keep asking myself, however,
deals with party politics: Is our two-par¬
ty system conducive to a democracy?
The question isn’t just about what’s
happening today, but what has hap¬
pened in the past. America has a politi¬
cal history of factions. From its very be¬
ginnings, party factions played a part in
shaping America. Loyalists were loyal to
the British crown while Patriots wanted
independence from British Rile. After
the Declaration of Independence was
written and the Revolutionary War was
fought, not only was it clear that Amer¬
ica was heading toward independence,
it was clear that one faction, the Patriots,
had won - militarily and politically.
From there, different groups favored
a strong central government while oth¬
ers favored states' rights. The Articles
of Confederation proved too weak and
were scrapped and the Constitution was
written. The rest is political history. But
not so fast.
We have a two party system. At first
glance, it seems great - you have two
choices. Sometimes, you even have a
third choice, someone running as an In¬
dependent or a party differing from the
main two. That third choice can be used
to make a statement but is oftentimes
considered a wasted vote.
I don’t disagree with having differ¬
ent belief systems that overlap or even
separate factions developing that share
common interests. I do think, however,
that our two party system, with Demo¬
crats and Republicans in power, severely
limits new ways of thinking, dissenting
voices or differing opinions.
What we have is the illusion of
choice. The parties are pre-packaged
ideologies. You can differ on certain is¬
sues, but only to an extent if you want
to stay under the name of one particular
party. The party names have changed
along with the ideologies in the course
of American history, but our two party
system seems here to stay, for better or
worse, for the long run.
Is it a coincidence that our first pres¬
ident George Washington warned of
parties forming in his Farewell Address?

All the way back in 1796, Washington
warned against parties forming based
on geographic locations, saying that one
of the ways parties “acquire influence,
within particular districts, is to misrepre¬
sent the opinions and aim of other Dis¬
tricts.” He also said that men who set up
political parties “may endeavor to excite
belief that there is a real difference of
local interest and views.” With all the
bickering in the debates, Washington’s
warnings seem particularly foreboding.
His warning didn’t stop parties from
forming, sometimes relating to geogra¬
phy and pepple, sometimes relating to
ideology.
Despite our democratic ideals,
America has a history of elitism and
fear of the mob. In Federalist Paper #10
James Madison wrote that a represen¬
tative republic is the best form of gov¬
ernment. He believed that the chosen
representatives had “wisdom [that] may
best discern the true interest of their
country.” The representatives would be
able to make decisions best suited for
the public good. Founding Fathers like
Alexander Hamilton, who also wrote
the Federalist Papers, thought in terms
of elitism - that the best and brightest
should lead the country.
Confusing the issue of political fac¬
tions, we also have to deal with the is¬
sue that our country was founded on
democratic ideals with an elitist system
in mind. There’s nothing wrong with
elitism, especially if it’s the best and
brightest (or so we hope), but problems
will arise when you try to tie that in to
a democratic system. Thus, we vote for
representatives, who are supposed to
represent the people.
We must question how the two par¬
ty system ties into a democratic govern¬
ment. I don’t think factions are inher¬
ently bad, nor am I arguing for one way
of solving all the issues. I simply think
the way our government is set up now
relies too heavily on two different par¬
ties. Why even bring up Aristotle, Wash¬
ington, Madison or Hamilton? Because
they are what shaped the past and have
greatly influenced our government to¬
day.
People are different. They have dif¬
ferent viewpoints on everything from
abortion to foreign policy. The two
party system only offers the illusion of
choice. Instead of representing differing
opinions, it limits those opinions. Think¬
ing beyond party politics would allow a
new freedom of thought. Any time you
label something, you limit it or distort
it or don’t do it justice, which happens
when you label someone as a Democrat
or a Republican.
America has a history of trying to
extend its democracy, making up for a
past which is filled with injustices. What
I’m wondering, however, is that as time
moves on, are stringently structured
party politics the best way to organize
a just government? Politicians have to
speak and act in ways that don’t upset
their parties or factions in those parties
or even different groups of voters. We
take polls and analyze sections of the
population. Let’s not forget, that some¬
times the best ideas aren’t liked by the
majority and differ from what one fac¬
tion is supposed to believe. And so, the
paradox of a democratic nation contin¬
ues.
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Letters to the Editor
Student-Trustee Meetings Unproductive
To the Editor:
Jan. 31 through Feb. 2 marked the
most recent Tmstee Weekend. As al¬
ways, an insufficient portion of the
weekend included interactions be¬
tween students and trustees. One of
the few interactions was at the Student
Affairs Committee meeting, a meeting
which the 10 student members of the
Trustees’ Advisory Committee attend.
At this meeting, the students brought
to the table seven topics for discussion:
course evaluations, student representa¬
tion, student wages, wheelchair acces¬
sibility, the Bates Outing Club cabin,
financial aid and the off-campus hous¬
ing rebate. Despite a 90-minute meet¬
ing, the committee discussed only two
topics at length: course evaluations
and student wages.
While this most recent meeting
saw nearly 100 percent participation
amongst the students in attendance
(substantially higher than at previous
meetings), there remained a consistent
dissatisfaction: the committee never
makes decisions or takes- any action.
For the issue of making course evalu¬
ations available for students to view,
students were told to seek out certain
committee on which faculty sit. For
the issue of student wages, the stu¬
dents were told to gd to people in the
Treasurer’s Office. Most of the five
other issues were redirected to the Of¬

fice of the Dean of Students. In short,
when the committee brings issues to
the attention of the tnistees, the trust¬
ees have no power to act and redirect
the students to other offices or depart¬
ments. When the students raised the
issue of the comprehensive fee back in
October, it received very little serious
attention. This is rather disappointing
considering the trustees are the only
ones who have the power to set the
comprehensive fee. In essence, de¬
spite having full control over this issue,
the trustees did not seem to demon¬
strate any sign of hope that they could
do anything about it.
The heart of the issue here is not
the individual trustees. All of the trust¬
ees care about Bates a great deal. Not
only do they devote numerous hours
serving as a trustee, most donate sub¬
stantial portions of their income as
well. The problem seems to be the
institutional structure through which
students interact with trustees. This
constant frustration prompted the
2006-2007 Tnistees’ Advisory Commit¬
tee to write a proposal that seeks to
increase student-trustee interactions.
The proposal allows students to attend
committee meetings other than the
one with the Student A'fairs Commit¬
tee. The committees in the proposal
are Academic Affairs, Admissions and
Financial Aid, Audit and Legal Affairs,
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Sincerely,
Bill K. Jack ’08
Chair, Trustees’ Advisory Commit¬
tee
The views expressed in this letter
are exclusively those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the views of
the other nine students on the Trust¬
ees’ Advisory Committee.

Uh-0h: Problems with Biofuels
BLAISE LUCEY
STAFF WRITER

On Feb. 8, the New York Times re¬
ported that biofuels give off more green¬
house emissions than any conventional
fuels. Initially, no comprehensive studies
had been done on these revolutionary
new forms of fuel, and they had been
hailed as the first step toward cleaning
up the environment and slowing global
warming.
The big issue that was overlooked
was the fact that biofuels require crop¬
lands. Plants need to be grown in mas¬
sive quantities to support transportation
needs, but we also still need them for
food. The simple solution is to clear
away additional land and plant new
crops. Unfortunately, this simple solu¬
tion rapidly adds up.
Not only are ecosystems (the rain¬
forest, grasslands, anything fertile) be¬
ing destroyed for the sake of crops, the
process of clearing a grassland, for ex¬
ample, “releases 93 times the amount of
greenhouse gas that would be saved by
the fuel... annually” (NY Times, “Bio¬
fuels Deemed a Greenhouse Threat”).
This means that it would take 93 years
to make the cost of clearing the land for
croplands balance with the benefits. We
don’t have 93 years.
It’s depressing that we’ve put so

much faith into biofuels and now they
have turned on us. Alternative energy
sources seemed to be the way to a
cleaner future, but these findings pres¬
ent substantial doubts. Granted, biofuels
themselves still reduce carbon emissions
significantly. It’s the refining and grow¬
ing methods of these fuels that are prov¬
ing worse for the environment than the
fuels we use today.
Biofuels were one of the few things
we thought we were doing right. Now
what? Surprisingly, the answer is still bio¬
fuels. The end of the New York Times
article does say that the sugar cane be¬
ing grown in Brazil is cheaply grown
and refined. If we could focus more on
sugar cane crops, we may be heading in
the right direction. There is a better way
of dealing with the biofuel problem, but
it is still a developing solution.
Scientists have recently been making
enormous strides in the field of genet¬
ics, most of which have been strangely
absent from most newspapers. In par¬
ticular, a large effort is being made to
re-engineer bacteria into single-celled
refineries for ethanol, biodiesel and
other forms of biofuels. This process
would bypass the emissions made by
the clearing of land because the bacte¬
ria would take the place of the crops in
the refinement process (zangani.com/
node/1301).
Synthetic biology offers more prom¬

A Valentine’s Day Story
i Pablo Colon/Dining Services
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The year was 1957. I was in the spring of my life, and love
was in the air. I was job-hunting in Manhattan near Central Park.
A brief April shower had freshened the atmosphere with a fra¬
grant breeze that swept through the park. As I stood there wait¬
ing for the light to change, I happened to glance over to my side
and there before me stood a Spanish angel! The first flower of
Spring; Maria from “West Side Story.” We exchanged that certain
smile lovers and poets know so well; our body language radi¬
ant with boundless elation, I submerged myself in the sable
pools of her eyes. The moment was tempered by a silent elo¬
quence. Then, like a needle bursting a blown balloon, the light
changed, and the maddening crowd surged forward, ushering
me across the street. The “Rose from Spanish Harlem” disap¬
peared. I returned several times to that spot, but to no avail.
That magic moment lives on in this incurable romantic’s heart.
In the autumn of my life, I cherish the memories of beautiful
fleeting moments.

—
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Number of Valentine’s Day Cards exchanged annually, ex¬
cluding children’s packaged cards for classes.
1,500,000,000
Estimated number of Hershey kisses sold every year on Val¬
entine's Day.
10,000,000
Amount, in dollars, that a Level-3 sex offender won on a $20
dollar scratch ticket in Massachusetts.
sources: census.gov, forbes.com, cnn.com

ises even further down the road. The
field is very new, but some scientists are
claiming that they will be able to essen¬
tially invent a new form of life in the
years ahead. This new organism would
be a bacterial cell that would be tailormade to the designer’s whims.
Bacteria could be made to clean up
waste, eat away cancers, destroy diseas¬
es, convert sunlight to fuel - almost any¬
thing is conceptually possible. Humanity
could progress by leaps and bounds if
we embraced this fledgling technology,
which is being compared to the sudden
and revolutionary impact of computer
technology. The downside to synthetic
biology is its upside. Because of all the
possibilities, in the wrong hands, these
scientific leaps could prove apocalypti¬
cally disastrous.
As with any field of science, all the
progress of synthetic biology is made in
estimates and projections. The tangible
effects of synthetic biology, the repro¬
gramming of certain bacteria, can al¬
ready be seen. Scientists have been able
to transplant DNA from one cell to an¬
other and convert it into a different form
of cell. The next step is gene splicing
- combining two different cell functions
into something that could potentially
solve the biofuel problem on a micro¬
bial level. This step is somewhere in our
future. Now it all depends on how far
into the future.

CORRECTION

|

180,000,000

Sports

Budget and Finance, College Advance¬
ment, College and External Relations,
College Infrastnicture, Honorary De¬
grees and Investment. The proposal
made its way to the Committee on
Board Governance in time for their
meeting last October. It is now Febixiary. Currently, no decision has been
made on this proposal, nor do students
know if the proposal needs to be re¬
vised and then resubmitted. It is not
of terrible concern where this proposal
is in the process of approval because
students are hopeful some version of it
will succeed. If this proposal succeeds,
hopefully students will leave those
other committee meetings knowing
exactly what decisions were made and
what actions are being taken. In the
meantime, unfortunately, students on
the Trustees’ Advisory Committee will
remain with a sense other than that of
accomplishment when they meet with
the Student Affairs Committee.

Last week’s article, “Buxbaum Explores Link between
Students’ Socioeconomic Status and Institutional Asser¬
tiveness at Bates” (Feb. 5), incorrectly stated that Jason
Buxbaum’s thesis was largely based on the work of
Bates sociology professor Emily Kane. His thesis actu¬
ally tested the findings of sociologist Annette Lareau’s
2003 book, “Unequal Childhoods.”

SCRU
Let Us
Enlighten You!
Our salon offers cutting edge high¬
lighting technology. A system that
lets us highlight and color your hair
simultaneously in a single salon
service. Blazing Highlighting
and Color System leaves your hair
conditioned, silky, and filled with
shimmering highlights. Call for an
appointment today.

Campus Cutters
48 Central Avenue
Lewiston, ME 04240
(207) 786-3363
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Grind on, Underclassmen! Grind on!
TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Allow me to create
a scene for you: I’m at
an off-campus party on
a weekend night, social¬
izing with friends and unwinding after a
long week. The crowd is grooving a little
bit to whatever tunes the hosts are bump¬
ing, but it’s certainly not a dance party.
And yes, some people may feel a little
more “care free” than they would during
the week, but it’s a far cry from some of
the late-night slop fests we’ve all witnessed
where bodies are literally dropping left
and right. Other than maybe speaking
two or three times louder than they need
to, everyone is more or less with it and
it’s only about midnight. In all, it’s a pretty
casual scene. I feel a little parched, so I
take my cup and head toward tire giant
juice box that the hosts conveniently pur¬
chased so everybody didn’t have to bring
their own juice.
Imagine my horror when I turned
a comer in this house and accidentally
stumbled into the middle of the Britney
Spears “I’m a Slave 4 U” video. I’ve been
known to exaggerate, but what I’m about
to describe is exactly what I witnessed. For
starters, there was a football game going
on, and a young gentleman was playing
quarterback while a young lady was play¬
ing center. Rather than reaching down to
snap the ball, though, the gentleman had
his hands above his head, perhaps calling
an elaborate audible to unseen wide re¬
ceivers. Also, tire young lady seemed less
interested in calling out potential blitzers
than pushing the gentleman behind her
through the wall she had him pinned up
against. Her three-point stance was an
advantage here, and she expertly utilized
the leverage her hand on the ground pro¬

vided, driving her backside into the gen¬
tleman’s loins with roughly the force of
a freight train. The individuals had looks
of gritty determination of their faces, and
they seemed more or less oblivious to the
fact that anyone else was in the room.
This couple did not act alone - they
just happened to be the most outrageous,
and the closest to me, and therefore the
objects of my scrutiny. Their whole wall
was lined with stone-faced young men
standing as if they were facing a firing
squad. Rather than being riddled with
bullets, though, they were pummelec
with the bumps, grinds, thrusts
and humps of the young ladies
dancing in front of them. It
was like Rocky working
over a side of beef in
the meat locker, by the
end of a song every¬
one was bloodied
and exhaustecd
Now, this isn’t
like a Trustee
stumbled
into
this party and
had a heart at¬
tack at the scene
unfolding
before
him. I’ve been to the ’80s dance
and the Halloween dance, and the ’90s
dance, and a whole slew of high school
dances (when I was in high school... re¬
lax, people), so I’ve seen a few grind fests
in my day. And you know what5 I’ve been
involved in a few grind fests in my day.
There, I said it. However, I’m still shocked
and mildly appalled, but ultimately ecstat¬
ic that these underclassmen have brought
such a spirit to Bates parties.
Before I go any further, some may be
wondering how I know that the grinders
were underclassmen. First, in case you
haven’t noticed by now, in terms of our so¬
cial scene we attend a medium-sized high

school, so most seniors and juniors know
or at least recognize each other by now.
This is especially true within the painfully
small and incestuous group of people
who tend to travel the well-worn off-cam¬
pus circuit each weekend; it’s reached a
point where a completely unfamiliar face
in tire crowd is an underclassman, a friend
from home, or an undercover cop. Given

the downright dirtiness of these two danc¬
ers, I’m assuming they weren’t someone’s
friends from home, although that’d be one
hell of a first impression. I’m also assum¬
ing that neither one was an undercover
cop, but if it turns out that one of them
was, well, that’s just impressive. If you’re
on the job and still manage to create so
much jean-on-jean friction that the hosts
are running for their fire extinguishers,
hats off to you.
I think it’s also important that I clarify
that this isn’t an attack on the quality of

these people’s dancing abilities. First of all;
me criticizing someone’s dance moves is
like a homeless guy telling someone their
house needs repainting. My dancing is
pretty much a swirling tornado of gangly
limbs, most recently compared to Michael
Stipe in the “Losing My Religion” video.
So, it goes without saying that I’m not
an authority on what is and what is not
good dancing. That’s not really what’s
at stake here, though,
because as I hopefully
conveyed above, this re¬
ally wasn’t dancing. You
might say that it’s an is¬
sue of public displays of
affection, but even the
most annoying exam¬
ples of PDA are usually
pretty PG. The grind¬
ing I described above
would certainly receive
a rating of NC-17. Ac¬
tually, a video of that
scene probably couldn’t
even be released in the¬
aters.
It may seem like
I’m a prude or that I’m
easily offended, but I’m
neither. I’m actually probably one of the
toughestpeopleto offend on this campus,
yet this contortionist dance session has
been haunting me ever since that night.
It’s not just me, though. Everyone I’ve
mentioned it to immediately knew what
I was talking about, right down to which
house it was going on at and on which
night it happened. So, I think it’s fair to say
that the Bates party scene has been turned
upside down.
We’ve all come to expect to see this
kind of dancing at Bates’ major events,
during which all rules of decency, dig¬
nity and decorum are suspended. It adds
a great deal to those events, too. I mean,

who doesn’t love tapping a friend’s shoul¬
der and pointing out some horrific, throb¬
bing pile of bodies while asking, “Do you
think that’s two people or three? And how
is that one on the bottom still breathing?”
But can we handle this behavior at
a regular, run-of-the-mill weekend party?
Based on tire horrified reactions from oth¬
er witnesses, it would seem that we can’t.
But I say we can. Despite the horror that I
initially felt, after further thought and dis¬
cussion I’m actually ecstatic that this scene
unfolded at a Bates party - it’s just too fun¬
ny, too entertaining and too awesomely
awkward for us to let a little nausea and
discomfort get in its way.
I hope that I once again find myself
with a front-row seat the next time two
Batesies decide to see which breaks first,
a pelvis or a tailbone. I hope it’s soon,
too. In fact, I think snarl-faced, aggressive
grinding should be a staple of the Bates
party scene. Questions like these should
be considered the new measuring stick
for a party’s success: How many times did
a couple grind so hard that one of them
passed out? How many 4x8 sheets of drywall were needed to repair all the places
where someone was thrusted through a
wall? How many times did someone ac¬
cidentally call the police because they
drought they were witnessing a murder?
Tire higher the answers to these questions,
dre better the party must have been.
For this movement to catch on, it’s go¬
ing to be important that we not ostracize
the grinders. We need to encourage dreir
behavior not only by cheering them on
while they’re in action, but also by treating
them as normal human beings when we
see drenr around campus during the light
of day. Let us honor these young pioneers,
because they’re committed to revolution¬
izing the Bates party scene, one shattered
hip bone at a time

The Many Meanings of Facebook Relationships
JAMIE CRAGNOLINE
STAFF WRITER

Last week I was dumped. I didn’t even
see it coming. We had known each other
since high school, and we had been in a
relationship since dre fall of ’06.1 thought
things were going fine, but I guess the
long-term relationship just doesn’t work
for everyone. So my best friend canceled
our relationship on Facebook.
Jocelyn and I were actually listed as
being in an “open relationship,” and she
had grown tired of people at her school
mistaking her for being in an open re¬
lationship with her longtime boyfriend.
Thus, our Facebook status was ended. It
may all seem very trivial, but to me it came
as quite dre blow. It was symbolic - did
this mean our friendship was over? Was I
supposed to pack up a box of everything
she had ever given me and everything
that reminded me of her, and meet her
to exchange the items at some halfway
point5 Slowly I came to my senses - we
were, after all, not in a real relationship,
and nothing about our friendship was
changing just because our Facebook sta¬
tus was different. Yet, I drink we all place
a lot of weight on Facebook relationships,
fictional or otherwise. Why do they matter

so much?
Facebook offers several different re¬
lationship options to fulfill our needs:
single, in a relationship, engaged, mar¬
ried, in an open relationship, and the
infamous “it’s complicated.” When I got
Facebook just before coming to college, I
was instandy faced with having to define
my own ambiguous relationship status.
I was coming out of a relationship (you
know, the “keeping high school in high
school” thing) but something didn’t feel
right about saying “single” or “in an open
relationship” just yet. Furthermore, I could
foresee future disasters arising with new
relationships. How would I know when
to change my status? What if I did and
the other person didn’t5 What if the other
person were, say, married to a friend, and
I was the only one that had to change
status? There was only one solution: ask
out my best friend.
To my relief, Jocelyn reciprocated my
feelings, and we were happily united. We
opted for the open relationship because,
well, it was unique or something. Before
I knew it, everyone I knew was linked to
someone else on Facebook. Many who
were in legit relationships declared diem
on Facebook. Others quickly eloped with
either their high school or college friends,

same sex 01 opposite sex, and before I
knew it, literally everyone was snatched
up. Many of my high school friends are
in relationships with friends from their
respective colleges. My roommate is mar¬
ried to a friend from home. I speculate
that according to Facebook, about 98 per¬
cent of the college population is in some
sort of relationship. I suppose I wasn’t be¬
ing so original after all.
Most of us feel the need to declare
some sort of relationship status online.
Perhaps we are afraid of appearing alone
or unloved. Many people believe that if
a relationship is not announced on Facebook, it is not be a genuine relationship.
Declaring on Facebook can be the makeor-break issue in a relationship - mutual
feelings and word of mouth are appar¬
ently not enough anymore. If it ain’t on
Facebook, it ain’t legit.
Facebook has made breakups equally
disastrous. Relationships do not always
end in a clean break. Some slowly fizzle
out, others waver back and forth on a
daily basis, and some you just prefer not
to try to figure out. But if this relationship
is on Facebook, now you have to figure
out when to change it, and to what - “in a
relationship” to “single”? “Engaged” to “it’s
complicated”? Breaking up on Facebook

adds another blow to an already tricky
and miserable situation. Facebook makes
us document - in writing - the end of
something with someone. As one of my
friends said, “It didn’t hit me that I had
broken up with my boyfriend until I had
to say I was single on Facebook.”
In this highly technological age, the
old-fashioned in-person breakup has
gone flying out the window. People can
now break up via e-mail, phone, text
message, even instant message, but we
now have a new low - you can break up
on Facebook without even telling dre oth¬
er person. Making matters worse, about
half the people you know will be aware
that you are single before you are. News
on Facebook travels faster than word of
moudi.
I want to take the chance here to of¬
fer my personal opinion on the various
relationship statuses.
Single: Someone is desperate.
In a relationship: This is completely
taboo. If you announce your actual rela¬
tionship on facebook, it will be over in
about two days.
In an open relationship: Interesting. I
wonder if die other person feels the same
way.
Married or engaged: If you actually

are married or engaged, and you are shar¬
ing it on Facebook, please get a life.
It’s complicated: Please. I don’t want
the gory details. Barf. Keep it to your¬
selves.
No status: This person is hiding some¬
thing.
There’s no denying it, Facebook sta¬
tus is important. We all know that when
someone catches our interest, one of the
first things we do is hop on Facebook to
see if he or she is single, taken or some¬
where in between. So, what was I going
to do about my situation now diat Jocelyn
and I were no more? No way was I dis¬
playing my actual status on Facebook. So
I turned to any possible individuals to get
in another pseudo-relationship widr, even
though this has lost much of its earlier
novelty. But of course, every Tom, Dick
and Harry is hitched, as far as Facebook is
concerned. Unless I was to turn to a com¬
plete stranger, I was left with one choice:
remove my relationship status. I realize
this places me in one of my own catego¬
ries, but I am merely trying to live my life
without displaying every single detail on
Facebook. But if any of you out there are
also looking for a Facebook partner, I’m
officially in the market. Give me try - I’ll
probably accept.

Current Discussion of Financial Aid is Lacking
FABIO PERIERA
COLUMNIST

A few years ago
Princeton was the first
Ivy League college to
eliminate student loans from its financial
aid packages. More recently, schools like
Bowdoin, Colby, Pomona and Amherst
have all done the same. Harvard recendy
made changes in' its financial aid policy
that expanded the percent of families in
the middle and upper-middle classes that
would be able to receive some kind of fi¬
nancial aid. Colleges across the country
are starting to realize that young people
are leaving college up to their ears in
debt and that they have some responsi¬
bility to alleviate that burden.
The cost of a college education is
soaring. In the four years I’ve been at
Bates, the Comprehensive Fee rose over
$10,000 and the debate about how to
pay for a college education has reached
a fever pitch. The recent changes in fi¬
nancial aid policy at Harvard and peer
institutions prompted President Elaine
Tutde Hansen to e-mail the Bates com¬
munity three times in the past year to ex¬
plain why Bates is not doing as its peers
do.
Tire main reason seems to be that
Bates does not have the money. Stock
market corrections and years of neglect
have taken a toll on Bates’ endowment.
And though Bates awards generous fi¬
nancial aid packages, it is still not a
need-blind school. A former employee
in the Alumni Relations office once told
me that Bates has to accept 40 percent
of I il paying students before it accepts
stiH ents with financial need.

As President Hansen’s letter states,
however, those students who qualify for
financial aid are generally given large
grants from the college, as well as the
option to borrow federal loans and do
work study. The federal loan debt for
a Bates graduate, according to President
Hansen’s Jan. 24 letter, is $10,100.
That said, many Bates parents’ in¬
comes do not qualify them for financial
aid and cannot afford to pay for a Bates
education. Similar considerations no
doubt led Harvard to expand the pool
of students able to receive financial aid,
realizing that students in this situation
inevitably are forced to turn to private
student loans - where the real predatory
lending occurs. This is an issue Presi¬
dent Hansen’s letter does not address at
all.
In my time at Bates, I have met more
than one student who has taken out a
loan, co-signed by their parents, for the
full comprehensive fee every year. A
friend of mine had to transfer during her
junior year because her family, which
did not qualify for financial aid, could
no longer afford the ever-rising cost of
a Bates education. No doubt, the debts
racked up by the families in these situa¬
tions would raise the average Bates grad¬
uate’s indebtedness considerably.
But that is not the only area where
President Hansen’s portrait of Bates fi¬
nancial aid falls short. The option for
work-study rarely lives up to its poten¬
tial. Bates students who want to find a
work-study job on campus are presented
with limited options, mostly to work for
departments whose office hours are be¬
tween 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. - when we’re
meant to be in class.
And even if one secures a workstudy job, the chances of being able to

earn the full-awarded amount are slim
because hours are scarce. Working six to
10 hours per week is not enough to give
students the opportunity to earn money
to help support themselves and contrib¬
ute to the cost of their education. In my
sophomore year, I was given a job that
had me work three hours a week; that is
not financial aid - that is a joke. In the
four years I’ve been at Bates, not once
has the amount of work-study awarded
actually been paid out, even though IVe
held on-campus jobs most semesters
Where does the money go?
I realize that the slim pickings avail¬
able result in part from Bates’ small size
but it also stems from a lack of creativ¬
ity on the part of administrators in find¬
ing areas where student employees can
make valuable contributions to the Bates
community.
So, when we discuss financial aid
at Bates, it is important that we take
into consideration these and more is¬
sues. Student debt is not just a calculus
involving federal loans; it involves pri¬
vate loans and credit card debt (see my
column about the cost of books). And
the discussion should also include some
consideration of those families who pay
full tuition, but at the price of taking out
in excess of $200,000 in private loans
over four years. In eliminating loans
from financial aid, institutions like Colby
and Bowdoin are tacitly acknowledging
these basic facts.
I agree with President Hansen that it
is important for the Bates community to
consider the direction of Bates’ financial
aid policy, but I would ask that when we
do so, we offer a more accurate picture
and propose solutions that make a Bates
education an attainable goal for all of
us.

Ted Kennedy and
Hillary Clinton
visit Lewiston
Valentine's Day
approaches

Mid-terms
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Biggest one-two
punch since AN
vs. Liston.
Heart-shaped
pizza anyone?

Um, already?

r ^The~Pop Shoppe

]

I ff

I

413 Main Street, Lewiston 777-SHOP

I Catering & desserts to go. Breakfast served all day, every day! I
Lunches & Dinners
Chicken fingers
Meatloaf
Hot chicken sandwich
Shepard's pie
Chicken Parm Sub
Meatball Parm Sub
...Plus lots more!

2pm - Close
Buy 1 item, get a 2nd item half off*

NEW! Evening Hours
Thursdays 7am - 7pm
Fridays and Saturdays 7am - 8pm
Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday 7am - 2pm

*2nd item must be of equal or lesser value. Discount validfor Bates students only. Expires 02/29/2008.
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Vagina Monologues Continue
Tradition of Female Empowerment
JEN MclNNIS
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEPHEN LATTANZI

Stephen Lattanzi '08, regional winner of the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival, in one 0/ his many stage
performances in 2006.

ZOE ROSENTHAL
ARTS & LIVING LAYOUT EDITOR

Senior Stephen Lattanzi could have
never known that his childhood games
dressing up as Zorro would eventually
blossom into success as an actor. But
years later, Lattanzi can now say that he
has been acting in one way or another
since he was young. Playing “dress up”
clearly paid off, as Lattanzi became the
Kennedy Center American College The¬
ater Festival (KCACTF) Region 1 Irene
Ryan Acting Scholarship Winner, in a
competition against hundreds of other
nominated college actors. As a regional
winner, Lattanzi will travel in April to the
national KCACTF competition.
Lattanzi was nominated to compete at
die festival for his early November perfor¬
mance as Milo in the East Coast premier
of Gillette Elvgen’s “Five Cups of Coffee.”
Nominations were made by respondents
from the Kennedy Center who attended
performances of all plays that were en¬
tered.
Also nominated were seniors
Sam Leichter for acting and Eric Auner
for sound design. The festival, which is
divided into eight regional competitions
prior to the final national competition,
was sponsored by the Kennedy Center
for Performing Arts in D.C.
Bates was placed in Region 1, which
included competitors from New England.
The KCACTF Region 1 competition was
held in Fitchburg, Mass., at Fitchburg State
College and included 204 acting partici¬
pants. For the festival, Lattanzi needed
to prepare two scenes and a monologue
and choose a partner with whom to per¬
form them. He chose sophomore Caro¬
line Servat, while Leichter chose senior
Maggie McCally as his partner.
The competition consisted of three
rounds, beginning with actors perform¬
ing only one three-minute scene. The
second round required both prepared
scenes to be performed, and finally the
third round included the monologue as
well. After each performance, actors had
a response session with the judges who
critiqued them on their work. However,
each round had a different set of judg¬
es offering a new perspective and new
critiques. The second round, which in¬
cluded only 36 competitors, was judged
by Austin Pendleton, famous for his roles
in “My Cousin Vinny11 and “Searching for
Bobby Fischer.”

“What more could you ask for than
to be critiqued by a guy who has actually
done it and achieved it,” Lattanzi said of
his response session with Pendleton after
the round.
Lattanzi and Servat performed scenes
from Neil LaBute’s “The Shape of Things,”
and Shakespeare’s ‘Taming of the Shrew,”
while Lattanzi’s monologue came from
Kenneth Lonegran’s “This is Our Youth.”
Each piece that was chosen allowed Lat¬
tanzi to portray different types of roles,
ranging from a geek to a drug dealer. He
was able to show the judges his range
with two comedic scenes and a dramatic,
dynamic monologue.
Yet, as is often true with theater, no
amount of rehearsal can ensure that per¬
formances will go exactly as planned. It
was not until the night before the second
round that Lattanzi realized they had mis¬
interpreted the competition’s strictly en¬
forced time constraints. Instead of having
an additional five minutes to perform their
second scene, they would have five min¬
utes total to do both of the scenes they
had prepared. Even more problematic
was that the third round would only al¬
low them six minutes for not only Lattan¬
zi’s monologue, but both scenes as well.
As a result, Lattanzi and Servat spent long
hours staying up late trying to cut down
the much longer scenes they had spent
months rehearsing. Leichter and McCally
played an integral part in this urgent re¬
vamping of the scenes, which was indica¬
tive of the general support they gave to
Lattanzi throughout the festival.
“Sam and Maggie did a phenomenal
job of coaching us, watching every round,
and best of all, always being honest,” said
Lattanzi.
After the third and final round, which
only included 16 competitors, Lattanzi
was named one of two national finalists,
along with another actor from North Es¬
sex Community College. The week long
festival did not simply include the rounds
of the competition, but also had an ar¬
ray of many different workshops the par¬
ticipants could attend, as well as exhibits
of competitors’ work from some of the
other festival categories, such as costume
design.
“It was such a exceptional chance
to grow, develop and learn by watching
and working with others,” Lattanzi said,
adding that, “I was very fortunate to win,
but that was only a small part of what

was going on. It was a very collaborative
endeavor.”
He attributes his success to much
more than simply hard work, including
the help of the other three Bates actors
who accompanied him, the coaching of
director Paul Kuritz of the Bates Theater
department and the general support from
his friends.
Lattanzi did not view the competition
as hard, commenting that, “I love acting
so much, I can’t look at it that way - just
exhausting.”
The national competition will take
place in April and will include only 16
competitors (along with their partners),
two finalists from each region. Similar to
the regional competition, the festival will
offer workshops specifically designed for
small, closed groups of 32 actors. The
festival acts not only as a competition, but
as an opportunity for networking, a place
to be seen - as it is attended by many
players within the acting business.
Theater has always been a part of Lat¬
tanzi’s life, beginning with his first role as
one of the sheriffs men in an elemen¬
tary school production of “Robin Hood.”
However, sports have also played an in¬
tegral role, and in high school he was
forced to make a decision between play¬
ing football and baseball or acting. Ulti¬
mately choosing to play sports, Lattanzi
tried to surround himself with activities
that were related to theater to compen¬
sate for not performing. He did this by
working at a television station as a color
commentator, which allowed him to re¬
main in an actor’s mindset.
Following high school graduation,
Lattanzi did a post-graduate year at Cho¬
ate Rosemary Hall, which has an es¬
teemed theater program with alums like
Glen Close and Michael Douglas. At
Choate, Lattanzi was finally able to play
sports, as well as participate in theater
productions,
Having now acted in over 20 produc¬
tions, Lattanzi has never found it difficult
to juggle his schedule between academ¬
ics, sports and theater, and said, “I work
best with a million things going on. It
seems the most natural to me.” In the
future Lattanzi, who is a double major
in theater and English, plans to pursue
stage acting as far as it will take him, as
well as explore his interests in film and
television.

Old Port Eatery Offers an Extensive
Menu with a Romantic Touch
JULIA RESNICK
STAFF WRITER

With Valentine’s Day quickly com¬
ing up, some of you may be looking
for a nicer place to take your significant
other out to dinner, somewhere new
and outside town. Portland offers many
choices, and Walter’s Cafe on Exchange
Street in Old Port is a great one.
Walter’s offers two different areas
for seating: the slightly small downstairs
seating area surrounds the kitchen
while the upstairs is a bit quieter. The
restaurant’s beautiful wood tables and
lighting give it a warm, intimate feel¬
ing. Each table is adorned with little tea
candles in a glowing centerpiece. The
delicious scent that wafts through the
restaurant will make you eager to start
your meal.
The menu is such that, if you are an
omnivore like me, you will want to try
everything. Walter’s has a sizable wine
list, with glasses and bottles at a rea¬
sonable price. They also have a variety
of cocktails if you prefer. The comple¬
mentary bread and olive oil to start the
meal made us all look foiward to the
Walter’s dining experience. The bread
was exquisitely flavored with herbs.
n ''.-...

15 Exchange St.
Portland, ME 04101
Though we all skipped the appetizers, I
would gladly try many of them, particu¬
larly the crabcakes and the rope-grown
muscles. I regret my decision to not to
order one.
Entree choices were just as enticing.
When everything on the menu 'looks
good, I turn to my old standby: finding
someone to share with me. We decided
to go With a surf and turf-like dinner:

scallops and beef tenderloin. The per¬
fectly seared scallops were served over
couscous and a butternut squash pu¬
ree. The sweet butternut squash was
set off nicely by toasted shallots. It was
a wonderful combination of sweet and
savory. I was hesitant to give up my
shallots but found that the steak was
just as delicious. The medium rare filet
was topped with sauteed onions and
was very tender and smoky. It was
served with lobster mac and cheese.
Despite the questionable name, lobster
mac and cheese was surprisingly delec¬
table. It had a light cream sauce and a
mild lobster flavor.
Walter’s dessert menu is why we
chose to go to this particular restaurant,
so even though we were all stuffed, des¬
sert was a must. I’m a sucker for mol¬
ten lava cake and, though this one was
good, it was not quite molten enough.
The gooey fudge that makes a lava cake
so great was missing; instead it was just
a plain-old chocolate cake.
Walter’s is not cheap, but it is af¬
fordable for the occasional special meal,
and the quality of the food is definitely
worth the cost. I highly recommend
Walter’s Cafe for your next trip to Port¬
land.

Twenty-four Bates women took to
the main stage in Schaeffer Theater this
past weekend immediately proclaiming,
“We are worried about vaginas.” A proc¬
lamation that is not only the impetus
behind the V-Day movement manifesto
- “Valentine, Vagina and Victory” - but
more importantly a proclamation that
sets the precedent for the hilariously
funny, yet poignantly moving annual
Bates production of Eve Ensler’s “The
Vagina Monologues.”
This year’s Vagina Monologues per¬
formance held true to Ensler’s original
intentions for the piece, even 12 years
after the play made its stage debut in
New York City. While Ensler originally
wrote the play with the intention of
“[celebrating] the vagina,” a symbol of
female empowerment, the purpose of
the play evolved to encompass raising
awareness of issues of violence against
women when “The Vagina Mono¬
logues” became the cornerstone of the
V-Day movement in 1998.
Under the leadership of director
Allie Lieb ’08, the 23 actresses worked
with the assortment of monologues, all
of which tie together in that they relate
to the vagina through various sexual
topics including orgasm, rape, love and
birth among others, to really make them
their own.
“This was one of the most challeng¬
ing aspects of the production,” said Lieb.
“It was really hard to balance simultane¬
ously getting the feel that I envisioned
from the piece without stepping on the
toes of the actresses. The monologues
are so individual so I really wanted the
girls to be able to personalize them as
well.”
And personalities really did manage
to shine through during the three eve¬
ning performances on Thursday through
Saturday, especially in the monologues
performed by first-years Becky Brown

and Zoe Donaldson as well as junior
Mia Lidofsky. In all three monologues,
the actresses seemed to truly connect
with their characters, from a woman
upset with the oppressive societal ex¬
pectations placed on vaginas to a wom¬
an learning to accept and appreciate
her own body and finally to a confident
and sexually liberated woman’s adora¬
tion of women, respectively. This con¬
nection truly enabled all three of the
actresses to embody not only the role
but also the message of their individual
pieces in their impressive performanc¬
es.
A connection between the charac¬
ters and the actresses, which transcends
the traditional relationship between the
two, was the driving force of Lieb’s in¬
tention with the piece as the director.
Lieb hoped for the actresses to really
internalize the messages of their indi¬
vidual pieces as well as the entirety of
the play itself, which was also appar¬
ent in the group pieces in which all of
the actresses were able to unite in their
appreciation of themselves, as women,
and women as a whole.
“I wanted the girls to think about
the monologues for their messages,”
said Lieb. “But more than that, I wanted
the girls to really connect and be able
to apply the monologues to their own
lives. It was really great to see this in
the evolution of the performances,
from Thursday night to Saturday night.
By Saturday night, all of the girls were
able to make the pieces their own and
through this, really actively engage and
interact with the audience.”
As a line from the final monologue,
“I was there in the room,” points out,
“We forget the vagina, all of us, What
else would explain our lack of awe, our
lack of reverence?” During the week¬
end’s performances of the play, how¬
ever, all 24 of the actresses were able
to remind the audience of the beauty
of not just the vagina, but of women in
their own individual ways.

Anal Sex: Not Just a Taboo
B. MILLICENT STEVENS
SEX COLUMNIST

Many of you may have thought about
having anal sex, and I’m sure a good num¬
ber of you have actually had it. For those
of you who are a little behind (no pun
intended), anal sex is when someone’s
rectum is penetrated by another person.
The penetrative device is most commonly
thought to be a penis, but you can also
have anal sex with a sex toy. A strap-on
would be most effective for this.
Anal sex, made taboo by several reli¬
gions, is sometimes deemed “sodomy.” It
is precisely the taboo nature of anal sex
that appeals to so many people. Physical
pleasure on its own is another motivator
for having anal sex. Some really like the
feeling, and others hate it. It’s just a matter
of taste. If it feels good, do it. If it feels
bad, don’t.
Something to keep in mind is not
to confuse anal sex with anal stimula¬
tion. Anal sex is pretty much all about
the thrusting and physical pleasure that
can be enjoyed by both the giver and re¬
ceiver. Anal stimulation is more about the
receiver and is usually less intense. Anal
stimulation may include acts such as oral
and manual stimulation.
There are a wide variety of opin¬
ions on sexual acts concerning the “back
door.” There are those who like anal sex
and anal stimulation, others who like only
one, those who like neither and those
who will not even entertain the idea.
Your partner may have a totally different
opinion than you, and it’s very important
to respect those boundaries. Guys, the
“oops” method (“accidentally” missing
your partner’s vagina and slipping it in her
butt) is not only a terrible idea, but you’re
more likely to break your penis (yes, it is
possible to break your penis) than actu¬
ally get it in. The muscles that contract
the anus are strong, and penetration is
difficult if your partner isn’t helping out.
Even if you do manage to “get it in” using
the “oops” method, that would be rape.
Be open with your partner. Tell him or
her what you like and what you don’t like.
Try not to judge if they are into something
you think is weird. That sort of criticism
can cause severe emotional damage. If
your partner is interested in anal sex but
just not ready, give him or her time or dis¬
cuss different methods of anal stimulation
as a warm-up. However, never give into
doing something you are uncomfortable
with and never ever try to “talk someone
into it.” You may not be aware, but talk¬
ing someone into something they don’t
want to do may also be considered rape.
When starting out with anal sex,
many couples are lost as to how to do it
well. First, unless you are in a long-term,
monogamous relationship in which both
II.I.—... .. Ml

partners have been tested, you should al¬
ways use a condom. Many STDs (such
as HIV) can be
spread
more
easily through
anal sex because
die skin in the
rectum is likely
to tear. This is
riskier for both
partners.
A health risk
for women is yeast infections. Nothing
should ever enter the vagina after it has
entered the rectum unless it has been
thoroughly cleaned. The natural bacteria
found in a person’s rectum are likely to
cause yeast infections. Yeast infections
can be cured easily, but they are no fun
and can be passed to a male partner. On
the upside, you can’t get pregnant from
anal sex!
It is important that anal sex does
not hurt. A little pain can be nice, but
everyone has a threshold. Always com¬
municate with your partner about how
they feel both emotionally and physically.
Use some form of lube (spit should be a
last resort) to make anal sex more com¬
fortable for the both of you. Unlike the
vagina, the rectum does not produce its
own lubrication. You may want to start
with a warm-up like massaging the outer
areas or fingering before inserting a larger
object.
Anal sex should not be “messy.” Most
people can tell very well when they have
to go to the bathroom and should do so
beforehand. You should also consider
how your trip to the bathroom was ear¬
lier in the day. If you had diarrhea a few
hours prior, the anal might have to wait.
Commercial enemas will also help clean
the rectum.
It’s always good to start out slow un¬
less the receiver prefers otherwise, as
proceeding too quickly can cause a lot
of pain and be a traumatic experience.
Communication is key in having good ex¬
periences with anal sex. A good example:
if you are the giver and the receiver says
he or she isn’t feeling well, do not imme¬
diately pull out. This can cause additional
discomfort. Wait and ask if they would
like you to pull out. If so, pull out slowly.
They may ask you to stay in, but to take
it easier.
Having new sexual experiences can
be fun and positive. It is important that
you think about your personal boundar¬
ies and discuss them with your partner. If
you’re not sure how you feel about some¬
thing, take baby steps. You may be able
to decide along the way. Some of you
will find that you love having anal sex,
and others will find that they hate it. You
can’t force yourself to like or dislike any¬
thing. Be safe and have fun!
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Photographing the Resilience of Youth
SARAH DUNN
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Using elevated discourse and the art
of photography, senior Alix Zamansky
enabled spectators and community mem¬
bers to view the world through a differ¬
ent lens last Friday night. To conclude the
service-learning component of her thesis,
Zamansky held a “Photovoice Reception”
for an intimate audience.
Zamansky ’08 originally intended to
focus her efforts on exploring the identity
process in gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, queer or questioning youth.
She became interested in the factors con¬
tributing to their resilience - what they
use to make themselves comfortable and
positive during a time of self-identifica¬
tion. Through a seminar on service-learn¬
ing, Zamanski discovered “photovoice,” a
process that combines photography and
social action to identify, represent and en¬
hance a community through the images it
captures. Zamansky used “photovoice” to
document what youth experience today.
“The goals of my project in¬
cluded identifying protective fac¬
tors
that
enable
these
youth
to survive and thrive in the heteronormative
society in which we live, bringing youth
from different parts of Maine together, and
to provide Outright Lewiston-Auburn with
insight into the lives of the youth with

whom I was working,” said Zamansky.
The reception held at the Lewis¬
ton “Home to the Outright and Western
Maine Community Action Health Services
Offices” included the display of each par¬
ticipant’s photos and individual discus¬
sions. Tlie evening was informal, offering
those who attended the event the op¬
portunity to speak personally with those
involved.
Seven Lewiston High School students
were recruited to participate in Zamansky’s thesis. The students engaged in
discussions with Zamansky and were
required to complete three photo assign¬
ments. The first task was to photograph
something representative of their identity.
Ellis, a 17-year-old participant displayed a
picture of his bed. He explained that he
simply likes to sleep a lot, that his bed
is one of his most comfortable places.
Other pictures captured images of friends
as vital sources of support.
For the second assignment, the partic¬
ipants were asked to photograph some¬
thing that made them happy. Happiness
was depicted in photos of music, friends,
family members and first loves. Steven, a
15-year-old participant, displayed a pho¬
tograph of himself clad in a vibrantly col¬
ored hat with fringe covering parts of his
face. He explained that this picture made
him happy because he remembered how
much he enjoyed wearing that hat, how

it reminded him of a time when he truly
felt safe.
“In the disguise I felt safe. When I
took the hat off I didn’t feel safe, I felt
vulnerable,” said Steven.
Lastly, the students were asked to
document a challenge. While some par¬
ticipants found this assignment so difficult
they didn’t turn in any film, one took a
picture of snow - snow representing the
isolation this particular youth felt. Other
pictures included pill bottles, a closet,
and a street sign depicting a woman and
man crossing the street together.
Engaging in dialogue with the two
high-school students provided those who
attended the reception with a profound
look into today’s high school experi¬
ence. Both were warm and articulate in
describing life as a GLBTQ youth today,
agreeing that Lewiston high school was
“surprisingly accepting.” They provided
anecdotes of encouraging peers and
faculty. However, their speeches did not
fail to recognize the difficulties still to be
overcome.
“It was still easier to be myself when
I pretended to be straight,” said Steven,
referring to the tendency of his peer’s to
view him first and foremost as bisexual.
The project tuaght how to live and
how to love without boundaries; how
to truly love ourselves and be ourselves,
without exception.

Bates Best Dressed
Week of Feb. 12: Tom Stackpole 08
AMEUE HOPKINS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

What He’s Wearing: Electric blue Ray-Bans,
tan polyester blazer, a faded, multi-colored striped
button-down, a skinny navy blue tie with squiggly
accents, jeans and brown leather boots
Why It Works: Stackpole utilizes conventional
style elements to create a laid-back, retro-inspired
look. He cites die 70s as a major source of inspiration,
citing his love of the “sleaze and the skeeze” of the
era. To obtain an audientic 70s look, Stackpole wears
many clothes that his father wore in that era, such as
the skinny tie and the striped button-down sailing
shirt. He likes to create outfits that make him look
interesting, rather than simply just making him lookgood. Stackpole’s sense of humor comes through in
his style - “I like to make outfits around certain per¬
sonas I may want to adopt for the day. For instance, I
have a pink plaid short-sleeved button-down I really i
AMELIE HOPKINS/THE BATES STUDENT
like to wear when I have a mustache, because
it makes me look like a dad.” Though Stackpole’s sense of style may not be the most
traditional, it lias an overall sense of cohesion that brings his outfits together. 'This, com¬
bined with a clear sense of humor and irony make Stackpole a great example of how
being fearless in fashion pays off.
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“Art and Alterity”: Instruments Play for Peace
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

History makes the case: the arts pre¬
cede revolutions, catalyze change and
inspire progress. As contemporary evi¬
dence, one musical act stands out in par¬
ticular. To employ the arts as instruments
of peace is the mission of the Apple Hill
Chamber Players. Monday, Feb. 4, they
performed at the Bates Chapel as a part
of the program “Art and Alterity: Beyond
the Other as Enemy in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.”
The Apple Hill Chamber Players, a
string quartet supported by the Apple
Hill Center for Chamber Music in New
Hampshire, founded in 1988, plays for
peace. For the past decade or so, they
have been on a quest to mitigate conflict
through music by traveling to the world’s
greatest conflict zones.
The quartet, comprised of Elise Kuder, Sarah Kim, Michael Kelley and Rupert
A. Thompson performed Ravel’s “Quar¬
tet in F Major,” and Beethoven’s “String
Quartet in E minor, Op. 59 #2.” Each
piece was invigorating yet placidly gor¬

geous. The players each invoked heavy
concentration made obvious by ab¬
sorbed eye contact and a synchronized
sway through which they, as a group,
felt the music.
Both the “Quartet in F Major” and the
“String Quartet in E minor” were beauti¬
ful arrangements of dual solos, passed
melodies, powerful dynamics and string
texture. Although the audience was
quick to applaud after the movements
(though one should wait until the entire
piece is completed), they did not clap
after Ravel’s third movement, “Tres lent,”
as not to disrupt the calming peace with
which the movement filled the Chapel.
The quartet exemplified magnificent
musicianship. Ironically, the music was
not the most affecting element of the
event. The “Presentation of Playing for
Peace,” serving as an interlude between
the pieces, clearly took center stage of
the performance. The quartet’s direc¬
tor, Lenny Matczynski, explained their
mission: to go to conflict countries and
assimilate students on opposite sides
of conflicts into musical groups. It is a
strategy used to promote communica¬

Award-Winning New York
Fiction Writer Shares His Stories
KRISTEN HEWITT
STAFF WRITER

This past Wednesday, award-win¬
ning fiction writer Michael Hyde came
to Bates to read from his work. After
spending the afternoon visiting Bates
classes and meeting students, Hyde read
one of his short stories before holding
a discussion with the audience. Hyde’s
first book of short stories, “What Are You
Afraid Of?” released in 2005, is the win¬
ner of the Katherine Anne Porter Prize in
Short Fiction.
The reading, sponsored by the Eng¬
lish Department, took place in the Skel¬
ton Lounge and was open to the Bates
community. English Professor Emily
Koehn introduced Hyde, praising stories
from his debut collection.
Before reading, Hyde spoke about
his visit to Bates. This was Hyde’s first
trip to Maine, and he spent time speak¬
ing to students in classes, including a
beginning creative prose writing class.
He said he enjoys meeting fellow writers
because it reminds him that “you’re not
alone, even though writing is something
you do largely alone.”
The story Hyde chose to read was
not from his collection, but a new piece
entitled “The Blond Vaughn.” The story
is set in a small town and is written as
the shared experience of a girls high
school tennis team. It explores the na¬
ture of gossip in communities as well
as the ability to recognize something
of one’s own individual struggles in the
lives of others. Psychological and com¬
plex, Hyde has no problems exploring
the inner workings of the minds of the
teenage girls.
“The Blond Vaughn” is the first piece
Hyde has written from the first person
plural or “we” perspective. He said that
in any new piece, he likes to have in
mind a technical issue that he has never
tackled before. Even as this piece main¬
tains the eeriness and gothic tone of his
past works, the voice works to create a
sense of what Hyde describes as “com¬
munal responsibility and community
identity.”
Following the reading, the audience
was able to respond to the story and
ask questions. One student asked him
how he knew when he was done with a
particular story. “When you start to get
bored of it,” he said, but if the characters
and images stay in your head, keep writ¬
ing. Hyde discussed his writing process

and how words, images, colors and even
sounds will come up and suggest them¬
selves as most crucial to use throughout
the story, giving the piece a kind of musicality. He mentioned the importance of
his home in rural Sinking Springs, Penn.,
versions of which show up in many of
his stories. He says that the memories of
his natural surroundings; the farm and
the trees “really influence the stories [he
has] to tell.”
Hyde currently lives in New York
City where he teaches writing and litera¬
ture at the Fashion Institute of Technolo¬
gy. He has also recently finished a novel.
Learn more about him and his work at
www.michaelhyde.org, and look for¬
ward to upcoming readings at Bates by
poets Patrick Rosal and Adrian Blevins.

tion between youth in conflict zones.
Why chamber music? Matczynski
said that chamber music, unlike orches¬
tral music, relies solely on interpersonal
communication - it is a highly demo¬
cratic form of music. To prove this, he
had the quartet play excerpts revealing
the importance of cues, solos and in¬
tonation.
Cues foster the significance of com¬
munication and oneness; solos require
musicians to listen to each other and
watch; intonation reflects the importance
of not just listening, but adjusting. Com¬
munication, oneness, listening, watching
and adjusting are all central to alleviating
conflict and promoting peace, according
to Matczynski.
Each member of the quartet then
talked briefly of his or her more poignant
experiences while playing for peace. The
stories left some with wet eyes, some with
dear smiles and all were left hopeful.
The Apple Hill Chamber Players per¬
sonify the arts as tools for progress. As
both literal and figurative instruments of
peace, they graced Bates’ Chapel with
unbounded chords of concord.

10 things
Hard-working student: (coughing and sounds of vomiting)
Friend: You okay dude?
Hard-working student: Yeah I’m fine, just the plague.
2 p.m., 2nd Floor, Ladd Library
Result of The Student’s Sex Column on Fetishes:
Male Student: Have you been trying that new kind of masturbation?
Commons
I feel it in my fingers, I feel it in my toes:
Girl 1: So... how was your night last night?
Girl 2: Ummmm.... have your guys’ feet ever gone numb?
Girl 1: No, but glad to hear you had fun.
Commons
Check out coverage of the Village Club Series by Elise Edmo nG
son and the Kelly Kaduce and Lee Gregory Concert by Andre
Wilcox at www.batesstudent.com.

Cuomo Revisits His Roots in New Album
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Having examined Weezer’s musi¬
cal development, it is apparent that
the group suffered a devolution. Lead
singer Rivers Cuomo single-handedly
steered the group down what some call
a backwards path. That is, as Weezer
refined its music and made it more ac¬
cessibly mainstream, the music became
continuously un-Weezer. If it were not
for Cuomo’s latest album, who knows
what would have become of the in¬
creasingly disheartened fan base...
The story behind it all is a necessary
one, though it must be told in short.
In 1994, Weezer lifted the curtains on
the band with “The Blue Album.” This
triple-platinum best-selling debut with¬

holds the choruses of teenage hard¬
ship and contemplation that kids of
the ‘90s will never forget: “Say it ain’t
so-o-o-q”... “Oo-ee-oo I look just like
Buddy Holly.” In 2005- a decade and
four albums later- Weezer released a
5th album, “Make Believe.” Regrettably,
the only single-platinum “Make Believe”
merits little, if any, attention. Pitchfork
music review rated it a 0.4 out of 10.
Weezer’s musical transition from an
album of nothing but hits to one that
took nothing but critical hits plagued
the group. It was their indifference
toward musical perfection that once
made them so accessible to insecure
teens who needed a hero. Over time,
the group’s imperfection grew increas¬
ingly cleaner and prettier; many fans
felt abandoned. To make matters worse,

OUTfront Sponsors Date Auction

SARAH DUNN
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Clad in their most revealing or most
ridiculous garb, Bates’ singles strutted
their stuff down a heart-strewn catwalk
this past Saturday to raise money for
the annual “Lick It” dance. Bates OUTfront sponsored the event to provide
students with a date to the Valentine's
Day dance later that night.
Seventeen dates were auctioned off
with bidding starting at $2 and reaching
$69. Each participant received a brief
introduction, such as a theater student

who “likes to play” or a football fiend
with whom “you are sure to score.”
The event followed strict guide¬
lines, insisting that the date would have
no sexual implications, anyone could
bid on anyone, and the date could ter¬
minate at any time.
The fundraiser was so successful,
OUTfront may be sponsoring another
speaker or event during Short Term.
Out front events “show us not to feel
shame or guilt due to physical appear¬
ance, gender, or sexuality," said Scott
Pierce, one of the event's creators.

ANNA ST0CKWELL/THE BATES STUDENT

Amelie Hopkins ’08 and Tom Stackpole ’08 are auctioned off by Patrick
Corrigan '08.

Check out OUTfront’s “Lick It,” on
March 28.

the Weezer cult
STUMST’S
was dismayed
ALSVM
by rumors sug¬ REVIEW
gesting
that
“Make Believe”
would be the
grandebut
really not-sogrande- finale
of Weezer (such rumors catalyzed by a
Shakespearean farewell note in the al¬
bum’s artwork).
Unyielding followers stood with
noses pressed against an ever-fogging
window, their fingers crossed. They cast
sights on what they hoped to be the ar¬
rival of one more “hoo-rah” from Wee¬
zer, but really from Cuomo.
Here it is. Those incensed by the
spotlessness and frailty of “Make Be¬
lieve” can find refuge in Cuomo’s
“Alone: The Home Recordings of Riv¬
ers Cuomo,” released in December 2007
by Geffen Records. It is the rehash of
a long-ago neglected nerd rocker- the
songwriter who never meant to be cool,
who just was.
In “Alone: The Home Recordings of
Rivers Cuomo,” Cuomo revisits his plaid,
shaggy-haired beginnings. To comple¬
ment and enhance the nerdy, unpol¬
ished rocker vision, Cuomo unveils his
own version of Ice Cube’s “The Bomb,”
along with numerous other songs writ¬
ten long ago that were intended for an
unmade Weezer album “Songs from the
Black Hole” (which kind-of-sort-of be¬
came “Pinkerton” [1996]).
One track, “I Wish You Had an Axe
Guitar,” is an authentic 1984 recording
of Cuomo and his childhood friends ex¬
pressing their love for the band “Kiss”. It
is the addition of elements like this that
make “Alone: The Home Recordings of
Rivers Cuomo” so special and fulfilling.
Other tracks like “Superfriend” and
“Who You Callin’ Bitch?” are exactly
the vintage Cuomo that fans have been
longing for. A rare quality of Cuomo’s
is his ability to provide loving, appre¬
ciative lyrics in the context of a friend
rather than a lover. He brings this back
in “Superfriend”. Alongside the song’s
classic Cuomo expression of friend¬
ship, the song reintroduces the dirty,
unleashed guitar distortion that was a
signature of Weezer’s original sound.
No more Mr. Nice Cuomo, no more
clean overdrive, pretty keyboard rifts
or impeccable recordings. “Alone: The
Home Recordings of Rivers Cuomo” is
the Cuomo of 2005 stripped down and
beat up a bit- the Cuomo of 1994.
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Swimmers Ready for NESCACs

7

Men’s Hockey
NECHA Champs
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

With a win over Rhode Island Col¬
lege last Sunday in Underhill Arena, the
men’s hockey team clinched the divi¬
sion and repeated as NECHA champi¬
ons.
Going into Sunday’s game the Bob¬
cats knew that a win would make them
NECHA regular season champions for a
third consecutive season, and they sim¬
ply were not going to be denied. Bates
scored early and often, dominating
Rhode Island College both physically
and on the scoreboard. By the time the
final buzzer sounded the Bobcats had
dismantled R.I. College 11-3.
The Bobcats have league games

against Springfield and Connecticut
College this weekend but neither game
has any bearing on the playoffs. Bates
will take the games seriously because
they could face either team after the
conclusion of the regular season. It will
be interesting to see how the Bobcats
are able to compete when they lose key
players to spring sports. The team has
depth, however, and should still have
a great chance of winning the NECHA
Cup this year.
For now, however, the Bobcats can
celebrate their victory and look forward
to the playoffs. Hopefully the Bobcats
can continue this domination, bring
home the NECHA Cup, and gain the
recognition and respect that the team
deserves.

Women’s Squash Set for Nationals
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
DONNA PARENT/COURTESY PHOTO

Senior Michelle Parent begins her leg of the 400-yd medley relay as sophomore Sarah Reingold finishes.

BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

The swimming and diving teams
traveled to Connecticut last Friday for a
tri-meet against Wellesley and Connect¬
icut College in New London. The meet
marked the end of the regular meet sea¬
son for both teams and the beginning
of the road to the NESCAC Champion¬
ships in a few weeks.
The women swam for a loss against
host Connecticut College, 191-104,
and fell just short of a victory against
Wellesley by one point. The meet be¬
gan on a positive note with the 400-yd
medley relay of Katelyn Drake TO and
seniors Meghan Conley, Emilie Swen¬
son and Annie Barton placing second
in 4:12.07, defeating Wellesley’s A-relay.
Drake went on to post two first-place
finishes for the women in the backstroke events, finishing first in the 50-yd

backstroke in 29.28 seconds and beat¬
ing Connecticut’s swimmer to the wall
by .09 seconds in 1:02.50. Conley later
placed third in the 50-yd breaststroke
and defeated Wellesley’s fastest swim¬
mer, swimming in 33-59. Barton also
swam well individually with a secondplace finish in the 100-yd freestyle of
55.73.
The men’s team fell to the Cam¬
els 187-70 but managed to post some
good times. Junior Chris Berry took the
100-yd backstroke in 56.90 seconds and
placed second in the 50-yd backstroke
with a time of 26.67 seconds. Diver
Dan Perry ’08 won both the one-meter
and three-meter diving events, scoring
249.98 and 252.68 as Michael Detweiler
’08 took third place on the one-meter
and second on the three-meter.
The women’s diving team took
first, second and third on both boards.
Kelsey Lamdin ’09 scored 264.15 on the

one-meter and 265-95 on the three-me¬
ter for first. Sophomore Annaliese Rudis
scored 234.90 and 213-53 for second,
and Tasha Rosenei 08 scored 205.58
and 199.13, good enough for third.
Regular season meets are now all
finished, and both teams are preparing
for championships. This weekend a few
events were added solely so that indi¬
viduals could attempt to improve their
times in events they wish to swim at
NESCACs. That means that yardage is
slowly dropping and practice sched¬
ules are changing so these Bobcats can
swim as fast as possible in the con¬
ference championships. This year the
schedule is different Before, the cham¬
pionship meets would be at the start
and end of the Winter Recess, but this
year the women’s meet will be held at
Wesleyan on Feb. 22, while the men are
at Middlebury on Feb. 29.

Women's Basketball Beats Williams, Stumbles
against Middlebury before CBB and Post-Season
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Though there is no doubt that the
Bobcats are masters of the basketball
court, lately the team seems to be play¬
ing ping-pong in the face of their NES¬
CAC competitors. In February alone,
Bates’ rollercoaster record shows the
following, as listed in chronological or¬
der: a 66-55 loss to Wesleyan, a 57-45
victory over Conn. College, a 64-57 loss
to Bowdoin, a 72-60 victory over Wil¬
liam and a heart-wrenching 42-41 loss
to Middlebury. The most recent pairing
of victory and defeat occurred this past
Friday and Saturday against Williams
and Middlebury on the road.
Feb. 8 marked the Bobcats’ first ap¬
pearance against the Williams Ephs this
season and ended with a confidence¬
boosting W for Bates as they kicked off
the second-to-last weekend of regular
season play. Stat-stuffing senior and superstar Co-Captain Meg Coffin led the

way with 22 points and 12 rebounds.
Failing to disappoint, fellow statsheet-stuffers Val Beckwith ’09, Sarah
Barton ’08 and Matia Kostakis ’08 each
made considerable contributions to the
victory. Beckwith notched 16 points;
Barton put up 10 points, 6 rebounds
and 7 assists; and Kostakis completed
the deadly trio with 6 points and 7 re¬
bounds of her own. Furthermore, Bar¬
ton played a pivotal role in keeping the
game close in the first half, as she sunk
a heavily-guarded three-point shot to
kick off what would be a 6 point lead
going into the second half.
The high wore off all too quickly,
however, as the Bobcats went on to
cap their weekend in Vermont with a
nail-biting 42-41 loss to Middlebury.
The Panther victory left both teams tied
in the conference at 3-4.
The most significant Bobcat lead
was jump-started by Kostakis and Cof¬
fin who immediately netted 4 points a

Women’s Nordic 7th
HARRY POOLE
STAFF WRITER

The carnival circuit headed to Ha¬
nover, NH, this weekend for the annual
Darmouth Carnival and the infamous
“carnival crush” weekend. The Bobcat
women hung tough, and although their
seventh-place team score is not very in¬
dicative, they showed signs of improve¬
ment upon recent weeks’ results.
In Friday’s 5k freestyle technique
race, the women were led by the im¬
pressive trio of first years Megan McClel¬
land, Kirsten Gill and Ingrid Knowles.
The women finished 21st, 23rd and 24th,
respectively, earning enough points for
seventh on the day.
Saturday featured a 15k classic tech¬
nique mass start for the women. Al¬
though 15k is longer than their usual
race, the women proved that they have
the ability to ski the long races just as

well. On Saturday, McClelland capped
off a solid weekend with a career best
16th place, finishing just shy cracking
the top 15. Samuelson also showed
signs of her talent, as she finished in
21st place; arguably one of her best rac¬
es of the season. Completing the scor¬
ing for the women was Ingrid Knowles
who finished in 26th place with her
best classical result of the season. For
the second straight day, the Bobcats
placed four in the top 30 as first-year
Natalie Ruppertsberger finished a solid
30th place for the day. Saturday’s solid
performances were good enough to
give the women one of their best over¬
all scores for the season as they placed
fifth on the day.
With two weekends left in the car¬
nival season, the Bobcat women will
look to build upon this past weekends’
promising results as they head to Ben¬
nington, VT, next weekend for the Wil¬
liams Carnival.

Men’s Nordic Fifth inVt.
NATALIE RUPPERTSBERGER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The courses were incredibly hilly
this weekend at Oak Hill in Hanover,
NH, but the Bobcats were certainly up
for the challenge.
Junior Sylvan Ellefson, placing fifth
overall, led the Bates men to a fifthplace finish as a team on Saturday in
the 20k mass start classic race at the
Dartmouth Carnival.
“I feel so good and ready to tear
the courses up next weekend,” said
Ellefson.
Sam Evans-Brown ’09 finished
next for Bates in 14th, followed by
sophomore Brandon Cooper in 21st
and junior Dylan Mogk in 28th. After
a rough distance race .last weekend,

the Bates men showed quite an im¬
provement in their strong team finish
this week.
“It was really nice to see the men
perform this weekend at the level we
know they are capable,” said senior
Co-Captain Matt Dunlap.
In Friday’s 10k freestyle race, Coo¬
per led the Bobcats, placing 21st over¬
all. Cooper was pleased with his fin¬
ish, “especially on such a demanding
course.”
Close behind were Mogk in 23rd,
Dunlap in 25th, Evans-Brown in 27th
and junior Tim Whiton in 28th.
The Bates Nordic team travels to
the Williams carnival next weekend,
where they hope to continue their up¬
ward trend of success

piece to assume a 33-27 advantage. The
lead was squashed with less than two
minutes to play as the Panthers scored
9 unanswered points in rapid suc¬
cession. Down 42-38, Barton’s threepointer took the team within a point
of reclaiming the game. However, the
Bobcats were unable to complete sev¬
eral layup opportunities in the remain¬
ing seconds.
Despite the loss, there is a silver lin¬
ing to this seemingly dismal dark cloud
of despair, as this ferocious battle shot
Kostakis past the 1,000-point plateau, a
feat which only 15 other Batesies have
completed in their collegiate careers. As
Kostakis stated after last week’s compe¬
titions, inconsistency has proven to be
the team’s nemesis this season and has
clearly been a distinct challenge facing
the ladies in conference play. The team
goes on next weekend to close regular
season play against Bowdoin and Col¬
by on the team’s home court.

An Unlikely
Professional
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

his gut, after diving to retain or secure
possession.
What I may like best about Brian
Scalabrine is the improbability that he
would ever become a professional ath¬
lete. It’s the David Eckstein syndrome.
One might argue that Scalabrine is 6’9”
and basketball would seem an obvious
hobby, but I can't help but feel that the
deck is stacked against him. Every aver¬
age viewer in Walpole, Medford or Sau¬
gus can watch Scalabrini and think, “I
could do that! ’
In actuality, Scalabrine does know
how to play basketball. Drafted in the
second round out of USC by the Nets,
Scalabrine was a dominant player in
college and, to his credit, has gotten
playing time on a title contender in the
NBA.
While most New Englanders (and
for that matter most fans of the game)
have lamented the injury to Kevin Gar¬
nett, I have rejoiced. No, not because I
want New England sports fans to suffer
(I actually do) but because Scalabrine
has received additional minutes as a
result. When KG returns to dominating
the hardwood in the near future, Sca¬
labrine sightings will become increas¬
ingly less frequent.
I watch nearly every Celtics game
during the week but on most weekends
I am generally too busy doing really
sweet things, often at really big awe¬
some parties, to watch the entirety of
games. Nevertheless, as the night wears
on, I always try to find time to watch
the last five minutes of the fourth quar¬
ter. Because, this season, at that point
in the game, one can rest assured that
the Celtics will be winning and Brian
Scaiabrini will be on floor.

As if an 8-1 obliteration of the Jum¬
bos last week wasn't sufficient, the Bob¬
cats proved to be the definitive queens
of the court this past Friday, Feb. 8, as
they swept Tufts 9-0.
The unquestionable highlight of the
afternoon match was sophomore Han¬
nah Laverty’s five-game victory over
first-seat competitor, Rebecca Rice.
Rice, a senior from Missouri, previously
defeated Laverty in four games at the
NESCAC Championships last week.
Having fallen to Rice in the first game
9-5, Laverty fought back relentlessly, al¬
ternating victories with her competitor
in four games, and finally clinching the

fifth, 9-8, contributing emphatically to
the Bobcats’ shutout victory.
Charlotte Gerrish ’08 and Sarah
Blomstedt ’09 both played impressively,
sacrificing no more than 3 points apiece
in their respective matches.
The Bobcats went on to face Bow¬
doin on Sunday, enduring a painful
6-3 loss, in which three out of the six
matches lost were decided by a fifth
game. This was the team’s first appear¬
ance against the Bears this season; how¬
ever, in the 2006-2007 season the ladies
stole three of three matches against
their Brunswick rivals.
This tough loss concluded regular
season play for the team in 2008, and
they now prepare for CSA national
competition next week.

Injuries Hamper Skiers
JEREMY GRANT
STAFF WRITER

The talented ski team has been
plagued with injuries all season, and
this past weekend was no exception.
Despite underperforming, the ski team
welcomed back several injured skiers
to the slopes.
The team finished seventh out of
11 teams at the Dartmouth Carnival in
Hanover, NH. The women’s team had
the best performance of the weekend,
finishing fifth in Saturday’s slalom com¬
petition; they finished in seventh in
Friday’s giant slalom. The men’s team
finished in seventh place in both the
slalom and the giant slalom events.
On the men’s side, senior Co-Cap¬
tain Leo Menard and first-year Ben
Manter led the way, tying for 19th place
in the slalom competition. In the giant
slalom event, senior Co-Captain Dan
Loman finished a team-best 27th. He
was followed by first-years Ross Brock¬
man and Ben Manter who finished in
33rd and 34th, respectively. Menard fol¬
lowed right behind in 35th place. Both
Loman and Menard have been nursing
lingering injuries that prevented them
from practicing leading up to the carni¬
val.
Juniors Liz Thompson and Emily
Sampson turned in impressive perfor¬
mances on the women’s side, finishing

in 11th and 13th, respectively, out of 59
competitors in Saturday's competition.
Senior Whitney Fahy finished in 18th
in the slalom. In Friday’s giant slalom,
first-year Micaela Holland led the way,
placing 21st. Sampson came in 28th.
The team looks to improve for the
next two carnivals at Williams and Mid¬
dlebury.
“[We need] more consistent perfor¬
mances from our veteran skiers,” said
Menard. “The hill is really flat, and we
are much better steeps skiers.”
Fortunately, both Middlebury and
Williams have courses that cater to the
Bates team.
Although they are not looking be¬
yond the next two carnivals, the team is
starting to think about the NCAA skiing
championship in Montana.
“We need to qualify more people
for NCAAs,” said Menard. “We have not
had the performances that will make
this a reality at this point.”
With a healthy team, the skiers look
to put together two good final races
and compete at the NCAA champion¬
ship with a full team.
Junior Emily Sampson remained
optimistic, saying, “in the future, it’s
definitely possible to have a full team
to NCAAs. There are a lot of people on
the bubble of qualifying, and we have
some strong, talented skiers.”

BOBCAT
OF THE

Izzy Alexander - ’()!
Co-Captain of the
women's
indoor
track team, Alex¬
ander did it all this
past weekend at
the State of Maine
Championships. Al¬
exander took first
in the 600m dash,
fourth in the long
jump, fourth in the
55m hurdles and
her team took first
in the 4x400 relay.
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Track Competes at State of Maines
Women
Second
STAFF WRITER
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Megan Schleck ’ll pole vaults at the State of Maines.

ALISON LEONARD/COURTESY PHOTO

Co-Captain John Miley runs the 600m.

Men Take Third ahead of Colby
KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER

Who would win a race between a
bobcat, a polar bear and a mule? If you
don’t know the answer, that’s okay, be¬
cause I’m not exactly sure either, but I do
know that I witnessed all three mascots
darting around the track against one an¬
other this weekend at the 2008 Maine State
Men’s Indoor Track Meet. While the win¬
ner between the mascot race was unclear,
the winner of the larger meet as a whole
was not so uncertain, as USM earned the
Maine State Champion Team Title with
174 points. Bowdoin was next, finishing
second with 148 points, Bates was third
with 132 points and Colby finished last
with 67 points.
Not so surprisingly, Bates once again
dominated the throwing events. All-Ameri¬
can and senior Co-Captain Noah Gauthier
took first in the 35-lb weight throw, with
a toss of 60’3.75”, which is currently the
second farthest throw nationwide in Dill.
It also broke tire 32-year-old meet re¬
cord, by 9”. Rich McNeil TO was second
in the weight, with an equally impressive

Men’s Squash Beats NESCAC Foes

throw of 55’2.75”. Also earning points in
the weight throw were Matt Lopez ’08
in third, Chris Murtagh ’ll in fourth and
Mark Liu TO in sixth. Gauthier and McNeil
also took first and second in the shot put,
with throws of 49’9.75” and 49’6.25”, re¬
spectively. Gauthier was named the Peter
Goodrich Most Valuable Field Athlete for
the third year in a row.
Ryan Quinn ’ll was second in the
long jump, leaping 20’4.25” and senior
Co-Captain John Miley was third covering
20’2.25”. In the pole vault, Nick DeFrancis
TO was tied for third at 12’3-25” and Pe¬
ter Garber TO was fifth at 11’9.25”. Lastly,
Bates took second, fourth and fifth in the
high jump with strong finishes from Miley,
Wes Farnsworth ’ll and Erik Bom TO.
In the sprinting events, first-year speed¬
ster Ryan Quinn stood out once again for
his fleet-footedness, with a third-place
finish in the 55m dash and a sixth-place
finish in the 200m, with times of 6.69 sec¬
onds and 23.41 seconds, respectively. In
the 55m hurdles, Epler placed third with a
time of 8.46 seconds and Miley was fourth
in 8.49 seconds. In the 600m, Miley had
yet another good performance, finishing

AVI MINDER
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Senior Co-Captain Ricky Weisskopf digs the ball from the corner against Tufts.
STAFF WRITER

Men’s squash had another victorious
week, crushing both Colby and Tufts.
Unfortunately, the team’s eligibility to
participate in the College Squash Asso¬
ciation Team Nationals next weekend at
Harvard is still in limbo.
Last Thursdays’ game at Colby was
met with little difficulty, with the Bob¬
cats winning 9-0. Ricky Weisskopf ’08,
Jordan Greenberg 10, Matthew Marchisotto ’ll, William Katz ’ll, Nicholas
Echeverria ’ll, Deacon Chapin ’09, Marc
Taggart ’09, Patrick Williams ’ll and
Douglas Compton ’ll all won matches.
The Mules were only able to win two
games; seven of the matches were won
3-0 and the: other two were won 3-1.
The absolute pummeling of both Colby

and Bowdoin in recent weeks proves
Bates’ unquestionable superiority in
BCC squash.
Bates continued its winning streak
against Tufts at home on Friday, defeat¬
ing the Jumbos 8-1. Although ultimately
unsuccessful, the Jumbos fought hard.
Unfortunately, Bates fell slightly from eighth to 10th - in the most recent
Bear Stearns CSA team rankings. As a
result of this drop, it is unsure whether
the Bobcats will be invited to the CSA
Team Nationals next weekend, a tour¬
nament hosted for the top eight teams
in the country. Events from this past
weekend may have an impact on the
ratings. Even if the team is not eligible
to participate, it is likely that several
Bates players will be invited to partici¬
pate in the CSA Individual Nationals at
Navy on Feb. 29-

sixth for the Bobcats in a time of 1:26.88.
In the mid-distance events, Bates did
not score in the 800m, but was rather suc¬
cessful in the 1,000m, as all three partici¬
pants scored for the Bobcats. Joe Musso
’ll finished third with a lifetime personal
record of 2:40.22, while Griff Stabler TO
and Andrew Percy ’08 finished fifth and
sixth respectively, 2:42.08 and 2:42.99.
Percy had a pretty busy day, also
competing in the mile run, gamering two
points for Bates there. Patrick Foster ’09,
a newcomer to the mid-distance side of
things, also earned a point for the Bobcats
in the mile, as the two finished with times
of 4:35 and 4:37.
The only distance event of the day was
the 5k, and Bates was well represented
with a total of six men in the event. Doug
Brecher TO finished fifth with a huge
28-second personal record and ECAC
qualifying time of 15:32.
Bates finished third in both the 4x400m
and the 4x800m relays.
Next week the men will compete at
the Tufts Invitational, their last non-cham¬
pionship event of the season, in hopes of
putting in a few more qualifying marks.
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The women’s track and field team fin¬
ished second at the State of Maine Cham¬
pionships on Saturday, their highest finish
since 1994. The team was five points be¬
hind host winner University of Southern
Maine, seven ahead of Bowdoin and 14
ahead of Colby.
The throwers started tire meet on a
high note. Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan 10,
who is currently the top weight thrower
in the country for Dill, won both the 20-lb
weight throw and shot put with marks of
55’8.5” and 40’5”, respectively. Co-Captain
Cassandra Kirkland ’08 took second in the
weight throw with a toss of 501.75”, and
fifth in the shot with a mark of 33’9-50”.
Jen Marino ’09 had a great day in the
jumps, finishing first in the triple jump
and fourth in the long jump, with leaps of
3510” and 161.75”, respectively. Co-Captain Izzy Alexander also competed in the
long jump, finishing fourth with a mark of
1510.5”.
The first event on the track for Bates
was the 55m hurdles. Alexander finished
fourth in 9.44.
While senior Co-Captain . Molly Balentine, the 2007 champion in the 5000m, was
entered in the 3000m, Jen Mitton 11 made
sure that the title did not leave Bobcat
paws. Mitton beat Mandy Ivey, a top senior
runner from Colby, by seven seconds to
take the win in 18:20. Aviva Goldstein ’08
took fifth in the race with a time of 18:57.
The 400m dash was very exciting, as
Molly Radis ’08 took second, barely miss¬
ing the first-place finish. Radis later fin¬
ished fourth in the 200m dash. In the 600m
dash, Alexander beat a USM runner by 0.28
seconds to take the win in 1:40.16. Dana
Lindauer 11 finished fourth in 1:41.96.
The 800m was a tight race and ended
with Co-Captain Amy Rosania ’08 taking
third in 2:25.57. In the 3000m, Balentine
finished sixth in a time of 10:54.07. Katie
Bash 10 took third in the mile in 5:18.03.
Bates took third and fourth in the
pole vault, as Megan Schleck 11 and Lily
Gordon 10 earned marks of 9’5.75” and
811.75”, respectively. Schleck also finished
third in the high jump with a final mark
of 4’9”.
The 4x400 team of Alexander, Lindau¬
er, Marino and Radis convincingly won by
over eight seconds. The 4x800 team of Ro¬
sania, Alberto, Bourne and Bash finished
third with a time of 10:07.
The Bobcats will race at Tufts next
weekend, at the Tufts Invitational before
using February Break to get ready for the
Dill New England Championships the fol¬
lowing week at Smith College.
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The Bates men’s basketball team
completed a tremendous six-game
home stretch with a tough loss to
Middlebury College on Saturday. The
defeat was the first for the Bobcats in
eight games and dropped the team to
an impressive 17-5, 5-2 in the NESCAC
conference.
After going 3-0 at home last week,
the Bobcats opened up the week on
Tuesday night against a scrappy Gordon
College team. Bates led the game for
all but two minutes and held a 14-point
lead in the first half, as the 14-5 Fighting
Scots looked overmatched. The second
half was a different story as Gordon
made it a close affair down the stretch.
The Bobcat lead was only 1 point on
multiple occasions - 52-51 with 6:59 to
go and 57-56 with 2:53 to play - but
never disappeared. In the end, the
garnet men hung on for a 66-61 win,
spurred by a balanced attack that fea¬
tured five players in double digits.
Senior Co-Captain Pat Halloran led
the way with 12 points, Co-Captain
Bryan Wholey ’08, Chris Wilson TO
and first-year Brian Ellis all played wellrounded games and Jimmy O’Keefe TO
led the inside game with 10 points and
11 rebounds.
Traditionally powerful Williams Col¬
lege visited Alumni Gymnasium on Fri¬
day night. The in-conference rivals were
held to 36.6 percent from the floor, as
the Bobcats played smothering defense,
blitzing the Ephs in the second half.
Only leading by 1 point at halftime,
Bates was able to establish a lead they
would not relinquish, utilizing an 11-2
scoring run. Every time the Ephs would
pull the score closer, Wholey would
drop in another jumper.
Bates was able to run down the
clock with crisp passing and sharp ex¬
ecution, hitting 12 of 14 free throws,
and registering only 11 turnovers the
entire game. Solid perimeter defense

and crashing the boards are the quiet
trademarks of Coach Reilly’s system.
Unfortunately, in the last home
game for seniors Wholey, Halloran and
Eric Shone, the Bobcats ran into a hot
shooting Middlebury team that on Sat¬
urday looked simply unbeatable. The
Panthers shot a solid 57.1 percent from
the field and a blistering 64.3 percent
from behind the three-point line, win¬
ning easily, 92-71.
Despite the loss, the Cats have been
impressive over the past few months
and over this successful homestretch
have set themselves up nicely for the
NESCAC tournament. The Middlebury
game, while disappointing, was an op¬
portunity for Bates to say goodbye to
some of their beloved Bobcats. Wholey
was the undeniable floor general of this
team and one of the best players Bates
has produced in recent history. Pat Halloran’s impact has been as an off- and
on-the-court leader, demonstrating to
the younger players what it takes to win
in a tough league.
One of the unheralded stories of the
year has been the contribution of oftinjured senior Shone. After playing his
entire freshman year, Shone has been
injured since, missing all but four games
over the past three years. Yet Shone has
found other ways to contribute.
“Shoney has to be the best team¬
mate I’ve ever had in any sport,” said
Wholey of his teammate. “People don’t
get to see what a great player he is,
but with his injuries he’s always been
positive and upbeat, whereas a lot of
people would be miserable. He’s be¬
come almost a full-fledged assistant. I
can’t even describe what he means to
us and how much he has contributed
to our success.” Shone exemplifies the
spirit that has led Bates to such an in¬
spired season.
Bates will finish out the season with
thrpe more games, two against Colby
and Bowdoin, before the NESCAC tour¬
nament begins on Feb. 23-
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He looks like a com¬
bination of Andre the Giant, Ron Weasley and Casper the Friendly Ghost. At
6’9”, 235 pounds, with a terrible jump
shot, little range and a fiery red buzzcut, Brian Scalabrine doesn’t exactly
embody one’s cliched image of a pro¬
fessional athlete, much less that of an
NBA-caliber basketball player. Yet, over
the past couple of months I have devel¬
oped a fierce affection for Scalabrine.
Mired in the nadir of New England as
I am, I have struggled for ways to cope
with the long Maine winter - which
has been particularly ball-breaking as
of late. The Boston Celtics, while dis¬
appointingly a New England franchise
wrought with fair weather fans, have
provided an outlet for my cabin fever.
With the C’s playing at such an elevated
plateau this season, boasting a core of
exciting players in Paul Pierce, Seattle’s
own Ray Allen and perhaps most of all
Kevin Garnett, they have become mustsee TV for me and the majority of the
region.
Speaking of Kevin Garnett, I have a
friend who has discovered the perfect
caricature for KG. You know that guy
who high-fives your hand just a little
too hard at the conclusion of a play?
Always a little too fired up, he’s a play¬
er who is definitely going to help your
team, but frightens you a little bit while
he is doing it. We all know this guy,
right?
Kevin Garnett is that guy. If you
look out on the floor during a C’s game,
the rest of the Celtics are legitimately
terrified of KG. Poor Ray Allen, poised
and quiet as he is, looks stricken just
to approach Garnett after or during a
big play. Do you think the SuperSonics’
Nick Collison or Luke Ridnour got that
fired up? I don't.
The Bobcat equivalent of this is
sophomore Jimmy O’Keefe. For those
who have ever attended a men’s bas¬
ketball game, O’Keefe is a frightening
whirlwind of primal exclamations, fist
pumps and bulging peck veins. Like
Garnett, O’Keefe elicits that “oh my
god” reaction from opponents, team¬
mates and spectators alike. Senior CoCaptain Bryan Wholey may tell you he’s
not frightened, but you know some¬
where inside of him he’s wondering, “is
Jimmy alright? I hope he doesn’t blow a
gasket... or kill someone.”
Regardless, Brian Scalabrine is not
Kevin Garnett or Jimmy O’Keefe and
neither the Celtics nor the Bobcats
are drawing a whole lot of fans on ac¬
count of him. In fact, I would wager
that few basketball fans even know
who Scalabrine is. In a National Bas¬
ketball League packed with electrifying
big men like Dwight Howard, Pau Gasol, Yao Ming, Tim Duncan and Amare
Stoudemire (to name a few), Scalabrine
sticks out like a sore thumb. This season
he is averaging 1.9 points, 1.5 rebounds
and .8 assists while playing 10:35 per
game, down from his career means of
3.5, 2.4, 1.0 and 14:41.
This man is not a star. But if you
watch him play - and granted, it’s hard
this season because, with all the talent
on the C’s roster, he only gets a couple
of minutes at the end of blowouts - Sca¬
labrine is one of the more entertaining
and admirable players on the floor.
He hustles more like a point guard
than a center or a power forward. In
the Animal Kingdom, one might liken
Scalabrine to some combination of a
cat-nip-crazed ocelot and a Jack Russell
terrier. Yet he is stuck in the body of
sick adult water buffalo, scouring the
Savannah for grasslands during the dry
season so that his herd might graze.
Unfortunately, a hungry pride of lions
is watching his every move, and when
they systematically ambush him and
his friends and the herd stampedes, his
sick limbs come up lame and he falls
behind. (I spent the weekend watching
The Discovery Channel’s “Planet Earth”
on DVD. If you can imagine, I wrote
that whole paragraph in the voice of
Sigourney Weaver. I am very sorry.)
Scalabrine hustles so hard it almost
appears as though he has forgotten
everything he has ever learned about
the fundamental spacing of basketball.
In terms of positioning, he is a jayvee
high school basketball coach’s worst
nightmare. Loose balls are especially
entertaining. Scalabrine wants that ball
so bad that everything else becomes a
secondary or tertiary motive. Including
maintaining the wellbeing of his body.
In the dwindling minutes of Celtics
blowouts, when Scalabrine gets in the
game, one can generally find him in the
fetal position, basketball embraced to
See AN UNLIKELY PROFESSIONAL, page 7

